21/ 08/ 2002
PM mar ks conpl eti on of Putrajaya Lake

Deborah Loh; Sharmla Vella

PUTRAJAYA, Tues. - Just 40 minutes away fromthe hustle and bustle of
Kual a Lunmpur in the heart of the new administrative capital is the
breat ht aki ngl y beauti ful Putrajaya Lake.

The artificial |ake, set to becone a premer tourist |location, is
designed as a natural cooling systemfor the area.

Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad officially marked its conpletion today at
a sinple cerenmony, which saw himtaking a 45-m ute boat ride around the
| ake.

The Prime Mnister worked the controls of a crane to |ift a sheet piling
out of the water to synbolise the fact that the | ake was ready.

Sheet pilings were placed at a section of the lake to forma tenporary
dam when it was bei ng creat ed.

The | ake covers about 13 per cent of Putrajaya, part of it encircling an
island that is earmarked for the devel opnment of a conmercial district.

Fringing the | ake are | andmarks such as the Prime Mnister's Departnent
bui |l di ng and t he Putrajaya nosque.

Though | andscapi ng al ong certain sections of the shoreline had not been
conpl eted, Dr Mahathir was happy with the progress achieved.

"I amsatisfied. Definitely. Gve it alittle |longer and the place wll
| ook beautiful,” he told reporters after the cerenony.

The | ake runs under several bridges and past sites marked for the
buil ding of five-star hotels.

Dr Mahathir said visitors often thought the | ake was natural and were
i npressed when he told themit was artificial

On tourist activities at the |ake, he said there should be separate
areas for a beach and for boat races.

"I hope no speed boats will be allowed,” he said.

Besi des aesthetic value, the lake is also slated to becone a premer
| ocation for water sports and recreation

For the past three years, parts of the | ake have hosted activities at
nati onal and international |evels such as fishing conpetitions, boating
festival s and canoei ng chanpi onshi ps.

The water quality is graded Class 2B of the InterimNational Water
Qual ity Standards and suitable for body contact.

"Man- made wetl ands at the upper section of the |ake help to renove
pol lutants and clean the water before it enters the lake," said a
Per badanan Putrajaya offi cial

The I ength of the lake's shoreline is 38kmwith a catchnent area of 51
sq km

"The depth varies between three and 12 nmetres. It has 10 bridges and two
nmonorail crossings,"” he added.

The | ake houses a public boat club called Kelab Tasi k Putrajaya,
situated next to the Marine Police Conplex in Precinct 8 with activities
i ke sailing, kayaking, rowi ng and canoei ng.

For non-nmenbers, the charge is RM3 per person with rental fees for
kayaki ng, Canadi an canoei ng (three-seater) or sailing at RMLO, RWVRO and
RMLO per hour respectively.

Kel ab Tasi k Putrajaya manager Al an Zamirza Abdul Latiff said the public
shoul d take advantage of the facilities.

Most of the club's patrons are Putrajaya residents and gover nment
servants.



Among plans for the future are parasailing, water skiing, public
swi nm ng, sand/ pebbl e beaches, quayside retailing, cruise boats, powered
| ei sure boats and an emergency response centre.
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