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OPPCSI TI ON M SI NTERPRET | SLAM TO GAI N | NFLUENCE, SAYS MAHATHI R

SHAH ALAM Sept 17 (Bernanmm) -- The opposition parties msinterpret
Islamto gain influence because they know that they will not get support
frompreaching the true Islam c teachings, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad
sai d today.

"They will not win support if it is based on the true teachings. So
they start to msinterpret the religion to influence the people, especially
t hose who may not be so well-versed in the true Islam c teachings," the
prinme mnister said.

He was responding to questions at a dial ogue after opening a sem nar on
"Under standi ng Mal aysia as an islamc State", here.

He said |Islamhad never taught its followers to treat other Mislins as
enem es but the opposition parties were doing it for their political ends.

He said that when Mal aysia was ruled by the British, the Ml ays were
not disunited and they upheld Islamaccording to the true teachings.

"The teachers taught Islamw thout political overtones but when we
becane a denocratic country and believed that the el ectorate woul d choose
the best people to represent them this group energes which sees an
opportunity to get sonething for thensel ves," he said.

"And they have chosen to use Islamas an attraction to win places as
el ected representatives and so forth," he said.

He said the opposition knew that if they used |slambased on the true
teachi ngs they would not be able to split the Muslins and hence woul d not
be able to win el ections.

"The opposition parties have twisted Islamto such extent that bad
things are given priority," he said.

Dr Mahathir said that if the Muslins foll owed the true teachings, they
woul d becone a strong, educated race capabl e of inventing weapons for war
and def ence.

"But unfortunately, when the Miuslinms wanted to develop an Islanic
nation, along came such people with their profanities, verbal abuse
sl ander, all of which contradict the Islamc teachings, to prevent the
Musl i ms from maki ng progress.

"Because of this, there is no islamc country that is developed in the
wor | d now, " he said.

"If we return to the one and only Islam c teaching and hold true to the
fundanental Islamc teaching, there'll be no disunity anong us," he said.

Dr Mahathir said that it was the governnent's duty to explain to those
who had been hoodw nked by the opposition so that they could return to the
true path.

He said that when the westerners said that Ml aysia was a noder at e
country, he explained to themthat Ml aysia was actually an islamc country
whi ch fol |l owed fundanental |slam c teachings.

"By enbracing fundanental |slanmic teachings, we will definitely becone
a good race, a united race, an educated race, a race capabl e of defendi ng
Muslinms in other countries," he added.
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