27 OCT 2002
Naj i b- Nati onal Service
VARI QUS FACTORS TO BE DECI DED BEFORE | MPLEMENTI NG NATI ONAL SERVI CE

PEKAN, Cct 27 (Bernama) -- Various factors have to be taken into
account before the nati onal service can be inplenented in Ml aysia, said
Def ence M nister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak.

He said the national service was good to instil patriotismanong
Mal aysi ans but the government woul d have to consi der the format and ot her
features nost suited in the country.

"National service is a good idea to instil patriotismand national
strength apart fromforging national unity and i ntegration.

"What can be considered is the formof national service nobst suitable
for our country as there are several forns and features of the national
service," hetoldreporters at the Orang Asli village, Kampung Bangkong,
Bandar 2 Pal oh Hi nai near here today.

Yesterday the Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad sai d he
woul d bring to the Cabinet's attention suggestions for national service in
the country as it could instil a greater sense of patriotismanong
Mal aysi ans.

The suggesti ons were nmade by social activist Tan Sri Lee Lam Thye and
Gel ang Pat ah MP Chang See Ten at the National Patrioti smCongress D al ogue
hel d by Universiti Uara Mal aysia (UUM and National C vics Bureau in
Bangi .

However the Prine Mnister indicated that if the national service was
i npl emented in Mal aysia, it would have to be nodified and not be too
mlitary-Ilike.

Najib said the national service would not necessary be nilitary
training as this could not be the nost suited for the country's needs and
i nterest.

He said the national service could have negative inplications as if it
was not properly screened, military training m ght be given to those with
ot her notives and this woul d j eopardi se the country's security.
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