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PM Governnent willing to spend billions on rail |inks

Carol Murugi ah

CGELANG PATAH, Mon. - The Government was willing to spend billions of
ringgit to devel op nodern and extensive rail l|inks, including investing in
electrified double track to fast track the country's progress, Prine

M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad said today.

The Governnent, he said, has identified rail transport as a catal yst
capabl e of adding value to existing industries apart fromcontributing to
the birth of new townshi ps and housi ng estates.

Dr Mahathir said investing in electrified double track spanning the
country's length and ultimately linked to other countries was a judicious
and prudent use of Governnent funds.

Al though returns fromthe nulti-billion ringgit investnment in rail |inks
woul d not be nuch, the spillover effect of an efficient transportation
woul d conpensate for the |osses.

He cited the energence of new townshi ps when the North-South Expressway
becanme operational and the boomin the tourismindustry with the
construction of the Sepang International Circuit as exanples of the
spill over effect.

"It will take us sone tinme and a ot of expenditure, but it is a
wor t hwhi | e i nvest nent.

We cannot think in ternms of direct profits, but |ook at the spinoffs
(i nstead).

"The CGovernment is willing to spend a ot to i nprove and devel op our
transportation system™

The Prime Mnister was speaking at the launch of the new Keretapi Tanah
Mel ayu Bhd rail link project to the Port of Tanjung Pel epas at the port
t oday.

Al so present were Transport Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik,
Menteri Besar Datuk Abdul CGhani O hman, PTP chai rman Dat uk Mohd Taufi k
Abdul I ah and chi ef executive officer Mhd Sidi k Shai k O hman

The 32kmline is a single track linking PTP with the Gel ang Pat ah
railway station and subsequently the national rail grid.

It was funded under the Seventh Mal aysia Pl an

The project, awarded to India-based Ircon International Ltd, was
conpl eted over a 30-nonth period at a cost of RMA60 million

It can be expanded into an electrified double track should the demand
for conuter services arise in the future

The Prime Mnister had earlier taken a train ride fromthe Gel ang Pat ah
station to PTP's cargo termnal, a journey which |asted about 15 m nutes.

Dr Mahathir said that rail transport was a nore economni cal neans of
cargo and passenger transportation

It is gaining popularity worldw de as evident in the Trans-Si berian
Rai | way system |inking Europe to North Asia via Russia.

"Nowadays, the train is increasingly popular not only for goods and
contai ner transportation, but for passengers, too.

"We expect nore people to use the train after the conpletion of the
doubl e tracking railway system (linking Johor Baru to Padang Besar in
Perlis)," he said.

The rail |ink devel opnent, however, said Dr Mahathir, would not
adversely affect the aviation industry as air travel remains the fastest
node of transport in the country.

He said rail travel had its advantage over air travel in being able to



transport goods and passengers to and fromcentral |ocations directly
wi t hout additional hassle and tinme |lost in waiting.
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