30/ 06/ 2002

Irish medical college picks Malaysia as first overseas examsite

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - The Royal College of Physicians of Ireland has
sel ected Mal aysia as its sole overseas regional centre to hold the
clinical parts of the post-graduate nedi cal exam nati on.

The witten and clinical parts of the Menber of the Royal College of
Physicians or Ireland (MRCPI) Part Il witten exam nations will be held at
t he Kual a Lunmpur Hospital on July 18.

Three Mal aysi ans - the consul tant physician in the Pul nonary and
Critical Care Departnent at Kual a Lunmpur Hospital (KLH) Datuk Dr
Jeyai ndran Sinnadurai, former head of the Deparnment of Neurol ogy of KLH
Dat uk Dr Mohad Rani Jusoh and the head of Deparnent of Medicine, Faculty
of Medici ne, UKM Professor Dr Raynond Ali together with two
representatives fromthe Royal College of Physicians of Ireland will
conduct the exam nati ons.

Dr Jeyai ndran, who is also the MRCPI exam nation co-ordinator, said the
Part Il clinical tests would be held fromNov 5 to 8 and the Part One
exam nati ons on Sept 24.

Mal aysi a has been selected to be the exam nation centre because of the
facilities and the standard of service available at Kual a Lunpur Hospital,
Dr Jeyai ndran said.

"After assessing the |level of post-graduate nedi cal education in | ocal
nmedi cal schools and the fact that several of the |ocal Fellows or the RCPI
are actively involved in post-graduate nmedi cal education in Ml aysia, RCPI
has al so agreed to exenpt Ml aysi an doctors who hold the M Med (Int Med)
frompart | of the MRCPI exam nations.

"This recognition is indeed a reflection of the high standard of post-
graduat e nedical education in the country,” Dr Jeyai ndran said.

Noti ng the increasing nunber of doctors from Asia and the M ddl e East
sitting the exam nations on annually, and after careful assessment of the
standards or post-graduate nedicine in Mlaysia, RCPl picked Malaysia to
be the first overseas centre to conduct the MRCPI part Il exam

"This is a great honour and recognition of the |level of post-graduate
medi cine in Malaysia," said Dr Jeyaindran, an elected Fell ow of the
col | ege and appoi nted regional adviser of the Royal College of Physicians
of Ireland.

"We have a wide variety of cases with good clinical service and the
candidates will find it easy to communicate with the patients to record
the patients' history for their case study," he added.

A total of 40 doctors including four Mal aysians will be sitting the
exam nation in the KL centre.

A majority of the candidates are fromthe Mddl e East as they found it
easier to get Muslimfood here and cheaper too in ternms of |odging and
transport conpared to Irel and.

According to Dr Jeyaindran, a majority of the candi dates have sought
perm ssion to do clinical attachment at the Kuala Lunpur Hospital as part
of their preparations for the exan nation.

The MRCPI is a highly conpetitive exami nation with a | ess than 30 per
cent passing rate.

"The part Il examination is not only a test of a doctor's know edge but
of his clinical acunen and conmmunication skills."

Dr Jeyai ndran said the exam nation papers would be corrected locally but
the results will be sent to Ireland to be assessed agai nst the overall



result fromthe total pool of candi dates who sat the exami nation in
Ireland and here.

The RCPI exam nations are conducted by fellows of the college.

Fel l owship is conferred on doctors who have obtai ned the RCPI nenbership
and have nmade significant contributions in the field of nedicine, either
locally or internationally.

Among the local Fellows of the RCPl are Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad (conferred in 1991) and his wife Datuk Seri Dr Siti
Hasmah Mohd Ali.

Dr Jeyanindran's father, the late Tan Sri Dr Sinnadurai, was the first
Mal aysi an to be conferred a Fellow of the RCPI in 1964.
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