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PRIME M Nl STER EXPECTED TOVISIT I NDI A ON OCT 16 AND 17

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 27 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad wi Il nake a two-day visit to India on Cct 16 and 17, said
Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Ham d Al bar.

He said the visit denonstrated the i nportance that Mal aysi a pl aced on
strengt heni ng t he noment umest abl i shed between the two countri es.

"The cl ose rapport between our | eaders and friendly ties between our
two peoples in creating greater awareness, translating into closer
co-operation and col | aboration between the two sides in fields covering
trade i nvest ment, education, science and technol ogy and others," he saidin
his opening remark at the third Mal aysi a-India joint conm ssion neeting
here today.

He said I ndia continued to be Mal aysia's | argest trading partner in
South Asia with total bilateral trade | ast year ampunting to RVB, 928
mllion (US$2,349 nillion), of which the balance of trade ambunting to
RVB, 058 million (US$805 million) was in Malaysia's favour.

"However total bilateral trade reflected a decline when conpared to the
precedi ng year whi ch amounted to RMLO, 069 million (US$2,650 nillion)," he
sai d.

Syed Hami d said fromJanuary to June this year, total trade had
amobunted to RM4, 171 million (US$1,098 million) with exports and i nports
anounting to RM2,939 nmillion (US$773 million) and RML, 232 nmillion
respectively.

"On investnment, Malaysiais actively involved in construction projects
in India, such as highway construction. Mal aysi an conpani es are i nvolved in
projects valued at RML1.6 billion," he said.

The first Ml aysia-India Joint Conmmission nmeeting was held in 1993
foll owed by the second neeting in New Del hi two years ago.

Syed Ham d said the agenda of today's neeting concerned comon
bil ateral issues such as trade, investnent, education, defence,
agriculture, science and technol ogy.

"I'"mconfident that we woul d be able to discuss all issues in a
friendly and frank manner, and given the constructive attitude on both
sides, we will have a fruitful neeting to achi eve our objective of bringing
prosperity and well-being to the people of both countries,” he said.
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