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It won't work

FOR Israel, the international "war on terror"” led by its godfather, the
United States, has replaced the |logic of peace with the |ogic of violence.
If America can bonmb Af ghanistan in pursuit of al-Qaeda, why can't the
Jewi sh state bulldoze a few Pal estinian villages and refugee canps, indeed
bring the Pal estinian Authority to heel, in pursuit of suicide bonbers?

If George W Bush can make a bad guy out of Saddam Hussein w t hout
having to prove the Iraqi president's links to terrorism surely Ariel
Sharon needs no justification but his owm to boot out Yasser Arafat and
render the Palestinian | eader "irrelevant"?

America's conplicity in granting Israel unlimted rein under the rubric
of "sel f-defence" chinmes perfectly with Sharon's hard-line Zionism He is
hol di ng Pal esti ni an st atehood hostage to absolute Israeli security - in
other words, indefinitely, at least until it can be conceded under
Israel's own terns, including the non-partition of Jerusalem the pushing
of boundaries to cover illegal Jew sh settlements in the West Bank, and
t he expul sion of nobst of the Pal estinian popul ation to nei ghbouring
countries in order to abrogate, once and for all, their right of return

Sharon is trying to push forward sone of those terns by forcing Arafat
into exile and replacing himw th a quisling Pal estinian | eadership. It
won't work. If Arafat were to be martyred in the Israeli siege and
denmolition of his headquarters, as Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad has
warned after receiving a call for help fromthe Pal estinian president, al
hell would break | oose in the Mddl e East.

There can be no resolution to the Mdeast crisis until the issue of
Pal esti ni an statehood is uncoupled fromthat of Israeli security. Only a
conpr ehensi ve peace plan can begin to erode the substantial grounds for
terrorismon both sides of the divide.
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