12/ 12/ 2002
Power lies with BN, says Dr M (HL)
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PUTRAJAYA, Wed. - Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad today
rem nded the MCA that the Barisan Nasional has the power to decide which
parties can be in the coalition.

He said while it was true that the BN could not act against individual
menbers of conponent parties, it could act against the parties thensel ves.

Dr Mahathir agreed with MCA president Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik, who
yesterday said that the BN should not get involved in the party's decision
on disciplinary action against its Penang State Assenbly nmenbers Li m Boo
Chang (BN-Dat uk Keramat) and Tan Cheng Liang (BN Jaw ).

"Yes, that is true," said Dr Mahathir, who is also BN chairnman.

"But the BN still has the power to decide which party beconmes a nenber
of the coalition."

He said all BN parties worked on the basis of consensus.

"If a party is not able to abide by the BN s stand, that neans the party
is not fully in support of the BN s system of consensus,” he told
reporters at his office after |aunching the book In the Tinme of the
M shmi sh: A Painting in Twenty Parts by Dr Alijah Gordon.

Dr Ling yesterday said disciplinary nmatters pertaining to individual
menbers of a party should only be dealt with by the party concerned and
not by the BN

He said this was provided for under the BN constitution.

"In BN, one deals with the parties and not individuals," Dr Ling was
guoted as saying. "This is because nenbership in the coalition is
according to party, not individuals."

The debate was sparked by Tan and Li m havi ng abstai ned fromvoting on an
Qoposition nmotion to defer the RML. 01 billion Penang Quter Ri ng Road
project at a recent State Legislative Assenbly neeting.

BN secretary-general Tan Sri Mhaned Rahmat al so criticised the MCA
saying that while the coalition nmay not have the power to discipline
errant nmenbers from conponent parties, it could act against the parties
t hensel ves.

"I's Dr Ling suggesting that the BN act agai nst the MCA since he pointed
out that the coalition cannot discipline its errant assenblymen," Mbohaned
said in a tel ephone interview.

Article 14 of the BN constitution provides that: "The Dewan Terti nggi
(supreme council) shall have the power to discipline or expel any menber
party for acting in any manner prejudicial to the interest of the BN "

Mohamed said if Dr Ling had forgotten, all candi dates of conponent
parties had contested under the BN banner, enbraced the BN mani festo and
won through the support of all BN supporters.

"I's Dr Ling, in wanting to protect his party assenbl ynen, chall engi ng
the BN to act against the party itsel f?"

Mohamed said Dr Ling must al so renenber that BN has its hierarchy,
organi sational structure, admnistrative and disciplinary commttee.

He said the issue of the two Penang State Assenbly nmenbers was a BN
matter as nuch as the MCA's, as their actions had affected the coalition's
rul e i n Penang.

"To ny mnd, MCA should realise that the BN is not hard-up for
candi dates to contest in elections, and that includes the MCA
assenbl ynen, " he said.

Today, Dr Ling said that the MCA had done the right thing by referring



the two to the disciplinary board.

He said, however, that "being in an interdependent organisation |ike BN
MCA wi Il have to listen to and co-operate with the ot her conponent
parties”.

Dr Ling also reiterated that in the BN constitution, the coalition could
not act agai nst individual nmenbers, but only against nmenber parties.

Cerakan secretary-general Chia Kwang Chye said al t hough he felt
di sciplinary matters shoul d be handl ed by the respecti ve conponent
parties, the conponent parties should not risk the integrity of the BN

"BN el ected representatives contest under the coalition banner, and not
under the party. MCA should know what to do," he said.

Umo Yout h deputy chi ef Datuk Abdul Aziz Shei kh Fadzir said BN had given
the MCA anple tine to act on the two and the statenent by Dr Ling was an
insult to BN conponent parties.

Aziz said BN representatives nust echo the voice of the coalition and
not personal views.
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