17 APR 2002
RVAF- Sukhoi
SUKHO SU- 30MK EVALUATI ON REPORT NOWW TH GOVERNVENT

KUALA LUWMPUR, April 17 (Bernama) -- The Royal Mal aysian Air Force
(RVAF) has conpl eted its eval uati on of the Russi an-made Sukhoi SU 30MK
fighter jets, RVAF chief Jen Datuk Seri Sul ei man Mahnud sai d today.

He said the RVMAF had submitted the eval uation report to the governnent
for it to decide whether to buy the SU 30M or not.

"The teamof eval uators has conpleted its study and the report has been
submitted. Nowit is up to the governnent and Prine M nister to decide,” he
told reporters after | aunching the Defence Mnistry's | LMJ syst emand
l'ibrary website here.

Early this year, the RVAF sent two teans to the United States and
Russia to evaluate the capabilities of the Sukhoi SU 30MK and Boei ng- nade
Super Hornet FA-18 E/F fighter jets.

However, Sul ei man said the teamthat undertook the eval uation of the
Super Hornet had yet to conplete its task.

Sul ei man declined to reveal the criteria used by the eval uators.

When visiting Russia recently, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir
Mohamad and hi s del egati on wat ched a denpbnstration on the Sukhoi jets,
whi ch can be equi pped with various types of weapons and gui ded mi ssil es.

Sul ei man al so said the 10 MI-17 Russian-made utility helicopters to be
acqui red by Ml aysia woul d be used by the army's air corps.

For a start, RVAF pilots would be seconded to the arny to operate the
hel i copters, he said.

Def ence M nister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak has recently announced t hat
t he governnment had agreed to buy the helicopters fromRussia.

Negoti ati ons on the purchase contract and specifications will begin
soon.
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