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By: Zulkefli Salleh

NEW DELHI, Cct 18 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad said
today Mal aysia's economic growth will not be very nmuch affected by the fear
of terrorismfollowing the terrorist attacks in Bali and the Philippines.

The prime mnister said that obviously, terrorist activities would
af fect the regi on as a whol e, including Mal aysi a, because it was difficult
to determ ne when and where the terrorists woul d strike next.

But Mal aysi a had a reputation for being able to handle terrori st
activities for avery long tinme and had taken effective neasures very early
toelimnate this problem he told a news conference here at the end of a
three-day visit to India.

He was asked to conment on the concern anong busi nessnen that the
recent terrorist bonbings inBali and Zanboanga, M ndanao, woul d af f ect
Mal aysi a' s services i ndustry and danpen i nvest nent .

He said that in any case, terrorist activities would result in foreign
direct investnent (FDI) being much reduced for the whol e region and it had
to depend on donestic i nvestment.

Mal aysi a had enphasi sed this for its econonic growh and t hus woul d not
be much affected by the fear of terrorist attacks, Dr Mahathir said.

"Time will showthat Malaysia is a safe and stabl e country," he said.

Dr Mahathir also said that the so-called Ml aysi an suspect in the
terrorist blasts in Bali was not a Mal aysi an citizen.

The suspect was actual ly an I ndonesi an who had obt ai ned per manent
resident status in Mal aysia and had since returned to I ndonesi a.

"He is not in Mal aysia now and he has cl ai ned that he was not invol ved
but it is up to Indonesia to take whatever action they thnik fit.

"But if the man cones to Malaysia, we will arrest him" he said.

Touching on the Islam c countries's stand on the war agai nst terrorism
Dr Mahat hir said they were expected to take a common stand with regard to
combating terrorismat the summt neeting of the Organistion of the Islamc
Conference (O C) Summit in Kuala Lunmpur in Novenber.

"I think nost countries of the O C are against terrorist attacks but
they are not speaking in one voice.

"l believe they will reach a conmon stand with regard to terrori st
attacks at the sunmt," he said.
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