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THE swayi ng pal mtrees and cal m sea nmade for a very conduci ve at nosphere
for an intellectual discourse befitting the Langkawi Internationa

Di al ogue. Langkaw 's biggest talk show with a sense of purpose was held at
t he Pel angi Beach Resort, the very retreat of the Commonweal th Heads of
Government when they gathered in Kuala Lunpur for their summt in 1989.

LI D participants were quite encouraged to share their experiences and
t houghts am d such a rel axed setting.

In the tents where the main deliberations were held heads of State and
Government quite readily traded views, sone of which would be di scussed
further for possible inplenmentation. Smaller groups met separately in
various function roonms, only to regroup to present their deliberations to
t he plenary session.

Hence, the people nost busy were the conference organi sers and backroom
boys and girls who worked very hard at arranging and re-arranging the
| ogi stics.

The LID is one of several international events held in Langkawi, the
| egendary island whose fane as an idyllic holiday get-away is fast
spr eadi ng.

The Langkawi International Maritime and Aerospace exhibition (Lima),
which was first held in 1991 and has been repeated every two years, is
per haps the nost well-known of the events, hel ping put Langkawi on the
wor | d avi ation map.

The Le Tour de Langkawi cycling tournanment is fast gaining internationa
recogni ti on, besides the annual go-kart chanpi onship. Langkawi is not
short of international exposure and has its fair share of backpackers
t hr oughout the year soaking up the sun along the white, sandy beach of the
Andanman Sea.

The stagi ng of these events has hel ped propel Langkawi into
i nternational prom nence, and much infrastructure has been put into place
to support them Wth this infrastructure canme jobs, and an awakening to
the I ocal people, many of whom can be seen reaping the benefits.

I met a few local people in between attending the LID sessions. They
were restaurant owners who had enjoyed brisk business the past few days.
They | ook forward to these big events as they boost their coffers.

But | sensed anxiety when talking to them

In fact, one sounded rather worried when | asked what the future would
be when Langkaw 's single nost active pronoter, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahathir Mbhamad, calls it a day in Cctober next year.

The Prime Mnister is credited with devel opi ng Langkawi into what it is
today. Dr Mahathir's personal attention has kept everyone on their toes
and eager to succeed.

In fact, Dr Mahathir nade a short tour of ongoing projects on the island
soon after touching down to attend the LID. While the LID was the main
itemin his diary, the site visits were no |less inportant.

Such attention and scrutiny has awakened Langkawi fromits |ong sl unber
and led it to be one of Malaysia's success stories.

Roads have been w dened; the airport expanded to cater to bigger planes
and nore arrivals; a new hospital has been in operation for several years
al ready; new commercial centres offer all sorts of bargains and comerci al
opportunities; nore noney changers have opened shops and outlets; hotels
to cater for all budgets have sprung up; hawker centres are many and



scattered all over the island; and new cars are adding to the snall
congestion during the peak season.

The peopl e of Langkawi, according to outsiders, have got it made. Wthin
a short span of some 10 years their inconme |evels have shot up and |iving
standards inproved. Overnight, the Governnment, and al nost singularly Dr
Mahat hir, has turned Langkaw 's natural beauty, charm and Mahsuri's curse
into a wi nning conbi nati on of fame and fortune.

Yet sonehow, | get the feeling that underneath all the physical success,
a political undercurrent seens to be developing. The island's political
| eaders must get to the ground as soon as possi ble and engage the
el ectorate intelligently, frequently and regul arly.

Failure to do so would allow others to work their way in with their |ow
profil e ceramah and cof feeshop di al ogues. Away fromthe bright Iights,
forces are at work naking certain sections of the business conmunity edgy
over Langkawi's future political alignnent.
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