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KUALA LUMPUR: Fol | owi ng the resurgence of Islam Mislins in Mlaysia
appear to have beconme nore interested |ately in deepening their know edge
of their religion and in inmparting religious education to their children.

This can be seen fromthe hundreds of kindergartens that have been set
up by both governnent and private sector agencies, non-governnental
organi sations, political parties and individuals.

They i ncl ude the Taman Di di kan Kanak- kanak (Tadi ka) and the Taman
Bi mbi ngan Kanak-kanak (TABI KA) whi ch are nmanaged respectively by the
Education M nistry and the Conmunity Devel opnent Departnent (KEMAS), and
t he Pusat Asuhan Tunas |slam (PASTI) by PAS

The ai mof TADI KA and TABIKA is to fulfil the national aspirations of
bringing up children with know edge of this world and the hereafter.

It is also to build a united, harnonious, progressive and respected
Mal aysi an nation with vision.

PASTI whi ch has nushrooned in recent years, has raised the eyebrows of
sonme | eaders and the peopl e eager to know their actual notives and
obj ecti ves.

CLAI M5 AND COUNTER CLAI M5

There are sone people who claimthat PAS has deviated fromthe origina
obj ective of setting up these pre-school educational institutions by using
PASTI to sow hatred for sonme | eaders in its teaching system

This pronpted Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad to issue a
warni ng to PAS that the governnment woul d cl ose down such centres if it
continued to nmake use of these educational institutes to foster hatred for
the | eaders and the governnent, instead of inparting religious know edge to
t he young ones.

Dr Mahathir said a study woul d be made on whether to introduce new | aws
or anend existing ones to ensure that the objective of these pre-schoo
centres is not sidelined by politics.

Several incidents occurring in this country had negative el ements which
could be linked to the hate-tal k agai nst the ruling governnment and | eaders.
These incidents included the arns heist by the Al -Maunah G oup and the
terrorist incidents of the Kunmpulan Mlitan Ml aysia (KW .

Al'l this should pronpt the authorities to nib the problemin the bud
and root out the nenace before it would spread.

STATE JURI SDI CT1 ON

Law | ecturer of the International |slamc University of Ml aysia Dr
Abdul Aziz Bari said that at present the setting up of pre-school education
centres is under the jurisdiction of state governments.

Hence, anendnents to the relevant |laws could be easily done in states
adm ni stered by the ruling Barisan Nasional but in PAS-controlled states of
Terengganu and Kelantan, it would be quite difficult.

Dr Abdul Aziz, however, suggested that since the matter was related to
Islam a commttee under the auspicious of the Conference of Rulers should
be set up to investigate and establish the truth of the clai mthat PASTI
has been turned into a place to plant hatred for the governnent and its
| eaders.

The Government should al so establish the actual nunber of PASTI cl asses
in the country and ascertain if they are functioning on the correct



pl atform

The Governnent should also try to find an answer to the question as to
why certain people are still sending their children to PASTI cl asses.

"We need to know if the curriculumused in government Tadi ka cl asses is
| ess effective in educating pre-school children," he said.

Head of Umo Yout h Permanent Secretariat on |Islam Shamsul Naj m
Shansuddi n, proposed that PASTI need not be closed but be turned into
alternative pre-school classes run by governnent teachers on full time or
part time basis.

UNI FORM CURRI CULUM

He said the curriculumin all pre-school classes in the country should
be standardi sed and approved by the government.

"Only in this way can the governnent prevent negative el enents from
i nfluencing the thinking of innocent children," he said.

Public Relations Oficer of the Selangor Islanmic Religious Affairs
Department (Jais), Fakrul Azam Yahaya, said his departnent had taken
foll owup action on the Prine Mnister's suggestion, in collaboration with
t he Departnent of Islamc Devel opnent (Jakim.

He said Jais has directed in June |ast year that all PASTI classes in
Sel angor be cl osed down.

Chai rman of the PAS Council of U ama Datuk Haji N k Abdul Aziz N k Mat
deni ed that PASTI classes are being used by PAS to sow hatred for the
governnent and its | eaders.

"No matter what, any PASTI teacher found to have incited children to
hate certain people will be sacked," he decl ared.

He said the role entrusted to PASTI teachers is clear -- teach the
children howto wite, read the Quran and know Al | ah.

LONG TERM PROGRAMVE

Education M nister Tan Sri Miusa Mohamad said his mnistry would work
with Jakimto draw up the appropriate curricul umnodul e and provi de
qualified teachers for such education centres.

The ministry proposed to open sone 1,500 pre-school classes each year
through its |l ong-termeducati on devel opnent programe.

A spokesnman of KEMAS said the TABI KA curriculumis the sanme as that of
the mnistry, which includes Bahasa Mel ayu, English, G vics and Islam

At present KEMAS operates 8,003 Tabi kas with 7,779 teachers nati onw de
for 224,183 children aged between five and six. -- Bernama
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