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Terengganu MB: It's a ploy to renove Opposition parties

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - One (pposition party feels that it is best ignored,
anot her finds no sincerity init, tw others are studying the matter and a
youth wi ng of another party has rejected it outright.

The issue - the open invitation by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad to Qpposition parties to join the Barisan Nasional

Pas acting president Datuk Seri Abdul Hadi Awang said today the
invitation was an effort to renove the Qpposition parties and underm ne
denocr acy.

He said the invitation al so showed that BN had failed to strengthen the
nation in facing external threats.

"BN al so fails to unify its conponent parties and the problens in MCA
have not been resol ved.

"For Pas, unity is through Islam That is why we propose a nuzakarah,"

t he Terengganu Menteri Besar said when net after presenting tenporary
occupation licence to participants under a group |and programe in Kanpung
Paya in Kual a Terengganu

In Kota Baru, Pas spiritual |eader Datuk Nik Aziz Nik Mat felt there was
no need for a discussion on the matter and he would be very angry with
other party leaders if they wanted to discuss it.

The Kel antan Menteri Besar said the chances of Pas re-joining the BN was
almost nil as the party was di scouraged by its past experience in the
coalition. He said Pas joined BN in the 1970s but was kicked out in a very
hum | i ati ng fashi on.

"I still feel the bitterness of Umo's action,” he said today.

Yesterday, Dr Mahathir issued an open invitation to COpposition parties
to join BN, stressing the need for everyone to work together to face
threats from external enemes.

The Prime Mnister also called on all parties to reduce politicking and
be united and focus on devel opi ng the country.

Parti Keadilan Nasional Youth chief Saifuddin Nasution Ismail, in
rejecting the offer, described it as "a political ploy by a man who wants
to redeem hinself before retirement”.

He said it was Dr Mahathir's wish to correct his mstakes, which led to
the formation of Umo splinter parties |like Keadilan and the now def unct
Semangat 46, before he retires next year

"By calling all parties to unite, Dr Mahathir will be seen as a
magnani nous | eader and a nmessenger of peace.

"This is what he wants before qutting politics despite being aware that
Umo practises the politics of revenge," he said.

El aborating on this, Saifuddin, who is Lunas assenbl yman, said many
fornmer Semangat 46 nenbers found thensel ves di spl aced al t hough a few
| eaders had gai ned recognition

"Keadi | an menbers will be treated the sane way and continue to becone
victins."

However, Keadilan vice-president Azmn Ali and DAP secretary-genera
Kerk Kim Hock said their parties needed tinme to study the matter before
maki ng a stand.

Kerk said DAP was likely to come out with a statenent tonorrow.

Meanwhi |l e, Parti Rakyat Malaysia said if Dr Mahathir was serious about
wanting the people to unite against foreign threats, and to focus on the
devel opnent of the country and people, then the best course of action for



himto take is to begin the process of formng a National Unity
Gover nnent .

PRM president Dr Syed Husin Ali saidthe party suggested Dr Mahathir to
invite formally all parties - registered or awaiting registration - non-
governnment al organi sati ons and respected individuals in society to discuss
the matter together.

"I'f Dr Mahathir is unwilling to do this, then a |large section of the
people will perceive that he is only indulging in political propaganda and
deception.™

Syed Husin said it appears that actually Dr Mahathir was worried about
t he i npendi ng PRM Keadi |l an nerger, as this would strengthen the opposition
forces to nmount an effective chall enge agai nst BN
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