20 APR 2002
Mahat hi r - di nar
PM EXPECTS OPPCSI TI ON TO DI NAR

MANAMA, April 20 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad sai d he expects opposition to Mal aysi a' s proposed adopti on of gold
di nar for trading between countries but it could still took off with the
participation of only two countries.

"If we can have just two countries (for instance) Mal aysia and anot her
country to trade using gold dinar that will be good enough,” he told arare
press conference on board an aircraft on the way here fromTripoli, Libya
on Sat ur day.

Dr Mahat hir and his 185-nenber del egation are on a week-1ong tour of
the north african states of Morocco and Li bya and the Qulf island state of
Bahrain to boost bilateral and trade rel ations.

He sai d when he net Libyan | eader Muamar Gaddafi, the |atter was
interested to know nore about the gold dinar.

"We explained to himthat it is just a currency for trade between two
countries. So for the donestic econony you use your own currency," said Dr
Mahat hi r.

The use of the dinar, he said, is not confined to just Islamc
countries but can al so be adopted by the non-Islamic countries.

Li bya, he said, has expressed its eagerness to know nore about the gold
di nar but had not said it would agree to use it.
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