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NEAC SUBM TS 13- PO NT EDUCATI ON SYSTEM CHANGE PROPOSAL

PETALI NG JAYA, July 24 (Bernama) -- The National Brains Trust, the
education systemthink-tank of the National Econom c Action Council (NEAC),
has submtted to the governnent 13 strategic intervention points which it
feels should be inplenented for the country to create a nore vibrant
wor kf or ce

Trust chairman Tan Sri Dr Nordin Sopiee said that the 13 intervention
points were contained in a report submtted to the NEAC recently and now
awai ti ng cabi net perusal .

"The report includes proposals for the transfer fromthe present
education systemto a better one to ensure that Ml aysia produces a capabl e
wor kforce to suit the needs of the nation in the future and to face
chal | enges of globalisation and liberalisation," he said.

He was speaking to reporters after delivering a keynote address at the
Nati onal Education Conference themed "Educational Excellence in a Gobally
Conpetitive Know edge Econony", here today.

The National Brains Trust, set up two and half nonths ago, consists of
68 di stingui shed nmenbers fromthe education industry and in preparing the
report held over 23 neetings.

Dr Nordin, who is al so chi ef executive officer of the Institute of
Strategic and International Studies (1SIS), said that Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad, who heads the NEAC, had | ooked at the report,
conpiled with the assi stance of the Education Mnistry.

"All the intervention points in the report would have catal ytic effect
i n changi ng the present education systemto one which could create a world
cl ass workforce...it can be done but could be a bit difficult as it
i nvol ves sone fundanental changes to the education system" he said.

He said that in priciple, the report wants to change the whol e i dea of
exam nation in the education systemw th stress on application of know edge
rat her than | earning of facts.

He said that Ml aysia was intent on nmaking a nmassive quantum /|l eap from
the Third Wrld to the First Wrld but "unfortunately, the leap froma
devel oping Third Wrld econony to First Wrld economy cannot be achi eved
unl ess new standards are set and new results achieved with regard to
education.”

"A First World econony cannot be built and cannot be run by a Third
Worl d wor kforce, however excellent that Third World workforce m ght be. If
we want to nake a quantumleap to the world class workforce, there are at
| east seven things that we need to do fast," Dr Nordin said.

Firstly, he said, the governnent needs to make educati on and hurman
resource devel opnent the main priority over the next two decades.

"Secondly, it rmust fuly enpower its workforce with good working
know edge of Engli sh.

"We nmust try to ensure that within the next 10 to 15 years, 20 per cent
of our workforce is fluent in English, while the large majority nust have a
reasonabl e wor ki ng conpetence in English,” Dr Nordin said.

He al so wants the governnent to ensure adequate investnent in the
country's schools, especially in the critical foundation years of prinmary
educat i on.

He said that at present, the country spends 20 per cent nore on each
uni versity student than the average First Wrld state. But the advanced
First World country spends 4.6 tines nore on a prinmary school child than



Mal aysi a does.

"Fourthly, we nust ensure fundamental curriculumreformwhere we nust
lighten the facts overload in the school curriculumand concentrate on the
four Rs -- Reading, wRiting, aRithnetic and Reasoning," he said.

The fifth point, Dr Nordin said, was creating sonme fundanmental reform
in the present exam nation systemwhere tests should not be focused on
testing mastery of content but the devel opnent of skills and conpetences.

"Sixth, we nmust put in place fundanmental pedagogy reform W nust care
| ess for dead facts and nmuch nore for thinking skills. School nust not nean
m sery, |earning nust be fun. Teachers nust be facilitator-educators, not
i nstructor-spoon feeding," he said.

Last but not |east, he said, the governnent nust ensure a quantum | eap
in higher education with the creation of true and solid centres of
excel | ence.
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