17 APR 2002
Al RBUS- COVPONENTS
CTRM DELI VERS COMPOSI TE PANELS FOR Al RBUS A320 SERI ES

KUALA LUWPUR, April 17 (Bernama) -- Conposites Technol ogy Research
Mal aysi a (CTRM, whi ch was awarded a RMLOO mi |l lion contract to design and
manuf act ure | eadi ng edge and trailing edge conposite panels | ast year,
handed over the first delivery of the panels to BAE Systens here today.

The carbon conposite wi ng panels, which will be used in the Airbus
A320, A319 and A321 series of aircrafts, were manufactured at CRTM s
state-of-the art facility in Batu Berendam Mel aka.

"CTRM was awar ded the contract by BAE Systens in May | ast year and | am
del i ghted to announce that we are nowready to deliver the first batch,"
said CTRM chai rnman Tan Sri Dr Ahnmad Zaharudin |drus here.

Speaki ng at the handi ng over of the conposite panels to BAE Systemns
officals, he said the CTRMgroup would |i ke to becone not only a nmajor
pl ayer in the | ocal aerospace industry but also in the region.

Dr Zaharudin, who is the Science Advisor to Prinme M nister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohamad, said the producti on of such panel s was i ndeed anot her
fine acconpli shment for the conpany and reflected their efforts over the
years to gain recognition for Malaysia in the aerospace industry.

He said the conpany woul d never conprom se on quality since safety was
the main criteriain the production of aircraft conponents.

BAE Systens, a gl obal systens, defence and aerospace conpany, has 20
percent partnership in the Airbus consortiumresponsible for the design and
manuf act ure of wi ngs and fuel systens for every Airbus aircraft produced.

The conposite panel s was produced by CTRM s subsi di ary, Aero Conposites
Technol ogy Sdn Bhd.

The CTRM contract with BAE Systens is for five years with an option to
supply for the life of the aircraft programe, which could run for another
10 years.

Meanwhi | e, CTRMchi ef executive officer Abdul Ml ek Packeer Mohaned
sai d production of such panels was a significant step for Mal aysia and has
put the nation into an exclusive club of nations that supply conponents to
| eadi ng manufacturers of large civil aircraft.

He said over the years, BAE Systens has contributed significantly
towar ds devel opnment of Mal aysi an aerospace i ndustry such as industrial
partnership, traini ng and secondnment of experts in areospace engi neering.

Present at the handi ng over cerenony was David Giffiths, the nanagi ng
di rector of BAE Systens United Ki ngdomand Neil MManus, the project
director of Airbus Industries. -- BERNAMVA
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