20/ 12/ 2002

SUPP | eaders told to naster diverse skills

KUCHI NG Thurs. - Leaders in the Sarawak Unity People's Party (SUPP) were
today advised to acquire diverse skills to develop a strong team of
pr of essi onal politicians.

In making the call, party president Tan Sri Dr George Chan urged nenbers
to keep up with the latest technol ogical trend to attain professional
politician status.

Dr Chan said only capable and qualified | eaders would be able to steer
the party towards achi eving greater progress.

Thus, he suggested the party adopt a resolution to develop a strong team
of professional politicians as one of its resolutions in the party's
conf erence.

"For SUPP to be effective in serving the people and in policy-making, it
is inperative that we have a united, commtted and know edgeabl e t eam of
| eaders, " he said at the opening of SUPP 19th del egates conference here.

He quoted author C. Wight MIIls who described professional politicians
as the second echel on of power elites who acted as advisers, consultants,
spokesman and opi ni on nakers for the governnent.

Dr Chan hoped SUPP | eaders would find wisdomin MIIls' belief and | earn
the ropes in beconi ng professional politicians who could conmuni cate wel I,
have good understanding of the political functions, know how to garner
consensus and have the ability to interact with the government, party
supporters and even rivals.

"An effective political |eader is one who has sel f-confidence and not
intimdated by pressure, who thrives on challenge and who is confortable
in an environnment of constant change and anmbiguity,"” said Dr Chan, adding
that such qualities could only be found in Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanad.

Dr Mahat hir opened the conference.

Dr Chan al so took the opportunity to pay tribute to Dr Mahathir, whom he
descri bed as a capabl e | eader who had carved a good name for Ml aysia both
| ocal Iy and abroad.

"Al t hough Dr Mahat hir had announced his desire to step down in Cctober
next year, we in SUPP will not forget his contributions to the country and
its people. W will continue to subscribe and work hard to achi eve the
Vi sion 2020," said Dr Chan.
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