22 JAN 2002
I ndon- Apol ogy
JAKARTA APOLOG SES TO M SI A FOR RAMPAGE BY | NDON WORKERS

By: Openg Onn

JAKARTA, Jan 22 (Bernama) -- |Indonesia has apol ogi sed to Mal aysia for
| ast week's violent riot by 500 Indonesian workers at a textile factory in
Negeri Sembil an, a newspaper report said.

Manpower and Transmigration M nister Jacob Nuwa Wea, who extended the
apol ogy, said the |Indonesian government regretted the incident.

There was no confirmati on whether an official apology had been sent to
Mal aysi a but Jacob's statenment on the natter was carried by the
Engl i sh-1anguage daily "The Jakarta Post."

In the incident in Nilai, ranmpagi ng | ndonesi an workers overturned
police vehicles, ransacked facilities at their hostel and jeered at
security personnel in protest over the arrest of 16 of their coll eagues for
al | eged drug abuse.

The Mal aysi an police had since arrested 30 workers involved in the
i ncident for investigation.

The newspaper quoted Jacob as saying that the | ndonesian governnment
woul d not protect the workers by interfering in the investigation.

"Mal aysia has its own | aws, our governnent cannot interfere with the
Mal aysi an authorities investigating into all aspect of the incident," he
sai d.

However, he hoped the incident would not create a negative inpact on
ot her I ndonesi an workers in Malaysia or affect good rel ati ons between the
two nei ghbouring countri es.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir had said that follow ng the
i nci dent, Mal aysia would put Indonesia |ast on the |ist when recruiting
forei gn workers.

Yest erday, the Indonesian Foreign Mnister Hassan Wrayuda appeal ed to
Mal aysi a not to make judgnent on I ndonesian workers based on the incident.

Mal aysia is al ready hosting 700, 000 I ndonesi an workers who coul d not
seek enpl oynent at home besi des several thousands nore who had entered the
country illegally.
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