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JAPAN TO HELP BOOST MALAYSI A' S LOOK EAST PCLI CY

By: Ahmad Zuki man Zain

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 9 (Bernama) -- Japan is commtted to hel p enhance
Mal aysia's "Look East" policy with Prinme M nister Junichiro Koi zum
expected to raise the matter during talks with Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir
Mohamad here tonorrow.

Japanese Anbassador to Mal aysia Masaki Koni shi said he believed this
woul d be anong matters di scussed between the two prinme mnisters shortly
after Koizum's arrival for an overnight visit.

"When our Prinme Mnister neets Dr Mahathir, he will discuss nmany issues
froma broader points of view as Malaysia is a mgjor country in the region.

" If | dare say (the discussion) is not only (about) bilaterial
cooperation including the future undertaking of the Look East Policy, but
al so various international issues such as terrorism" he told Bernama in an
i ntervi ew here.

Koi zum , who turned 60 yesterday, is on a week-long visit to the region
ai med at expanding relations with Asean countri es.

This is his first trip to the region since beconing prine mnister |ast
April. He had planned to enbark on the trip in Septenber |ast year, but had
to postpone it following the Sept 11 terrorist attacks on the United
St at es.

The Look East policy was introduced by Dr Mahathir during the early
years of his premiership in the 1980's for Ml aysian workers to enmul ate the
work ethics and productivity of their Japanese counterparts and thousands
of Mal aysi ans have been sent to Japan for this purpose.

Koni shi said the Look East Policy had been instrunental in
strengt hening bil ateral rel ations between Japan and Ml aysi a over the
years.

Apart fromholding talks with Dr Mahathir, Koizum wll neet
representatives of the Alumi of the Look East Policy, he said.

Koni shi said Koizunmi's trip to the region would reflect the spirit of
what is known as "Fukuda Doctrine” nmooted by forner Prinme Mnister Takeo
Fukuda.

"25 years ago in Manila, Fukuda nmade a historic speech outlining his
foreign policy for South East Asia on the basis of equal partnership and
heart to heart contact," he said.

The idea, he said, had pronoted rmutual understanding and trust between
Sout heast Asian countries and Japan.
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