20 DEC 2002
Japan- Success
JAPAN PRAI SES MALAYSI A' S SUCCESS

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 20 (Bernamm) -- Japan today praised Malaysia for its
efforts to i nprove the econom c well-being of the nation while preserving
peace and harnony anong the peopl e.

Its anbassador to Mal aysia, Masaki Konishi, said that the Ml aysian
experience over the |ast few decades had proven to the world that economc
devel oprment was i ndeed possible in a nmultiracial and nultireligious
soci ety.

"Mal aysia's 'l ook-east' policy has also contributed to the devel opnent
of this country, so we (Japanese governnent) are really proud of it and
appreciate the excellent relationship with this country,” he told a news
conference during the handi ng-over of a school van for abused, negl ected
and abandoned chil dren at Rumah Hope, here.

He said that during Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad' s
recent visit to Japan, many Japanese |istened eagerly to what he had to
say, not only on his "l ook-east" policy but also on how he | ooks at the
Asi an situation, issues of today like terrorismand globalisation, and they
| earned a great deal fromit.

Koni shi said the relationship between the two countries was not limted
to political and economic ties but also estended to social aspects.

Since 1989, the Japanese government had extended to the
non- gover nent al or gani sati ons (NGOs) and | ocal governnments in Mal aysi a
more than RM 8.2 nillion in total through its Grant Assistance for
Grassroots Projects to contribute to many small but socially inportant
projects at the grass roots |evel.

Since then, Japan had supported 75 projects under this scheme in which
it sent groups of Japanese volunteers to work in charity homnes.

Rumah Hope, established in 1994 to cater to the needs of abused,
negl ect ed and abandoned children, received the first van fromthe Japanese
governnent in 1996 but was in need of a second one as the nunber of
children had increased from15 to 56.
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