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GHANI - MEDI CAL
JOHOR EXPLORES MEDI CAL SERVI CES POTENTI AL I N M DDLE EAST

JOHOR BAHARU, April 23 (Bernamm) -- Johor will be marketing its nedical
servi ces, hospital management services and nedical tourismin the Mddle
East countries, a new opportunity that has posed great potential for
Mal aysia followi ng the Sept 11 tragedy in the United States.

Menteri Besar Datuk Abdul Ghani O hman said Johor has the capacity to
of fer such services through the Johor Medical G oup (KPJ) which has 20
years experience in the area, including the devel opnent of infrastructure
and facilities for hopitals.

Apart fromhaving 10 specialist hospitals throughout the country, KPJ
al so has strength in the area of training nurses. It could train nurses in
its colleges to fulfill the demand fromthe nmedi cal markets in the Mddle
East, Abdul GChani told a press conference here today.

The Menteri Besar who had returned only yesterday after follow ng Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad on his trip to three M ddl e East
countries |last week, said that he saw trenmendous opportunity for KPJ in the
ar ea.

He said that followi ng the Sept 11 event, many patients fromthe Arab
countries such as Mdrocco, Bahrain and Li bya who had previously gone to
Europe and the US for nedical treatnent were now | ooking at countries from
this region for such treatnents.

KPJ in particular could offer these Mddle East countries its expertise
and services in the area of building hospitals, providing clinic and
medi cal infrastructure, specialists nmedical services, hospital managenent
and the training of nurses.

"For an exanple, Libya, which is rich with oil is nowinterested in
opening to foreign investnent. This pronises potential for us in this
area," he said, adding that the country would be sending in a team of
officers to study Malaysia's policies including its econonic policies.

On the area of medical tourism Abdul Chani said KPJ will be
negotiating with tourist agencies in the Mddle East to prepare suitable
packages for patients fromthe country and their famlies to travel to
Mal aysia both for nedical treatnent and touring the country at the sane
tine.

Earlier today, Abdul Ghani officially launched a sem nar on "Enhanci ng
I sl ami ¢ Econony"” and the first general assenbly for the Johor branch of
Mal aysi an | sl am ¢ Trade Council (DPIM\J).

He said the country's Mislimbusiness community should take the effort
to be responsi ble for the devel opnent of a global |evel Muslimtrade
net wor K.

He said the network will forma large community of Muslimentrepreneurs
that would warrant the attention of other trading communities, besides
i dentifying the sources of supply and opportunities anong fell ow Musli ns.

At the seninar today, which was attended by 150 nenbers of (DPIM\J),
four working papers were presented ai ned at increasing understandi ng anong
Musl i mentrepreneurs of the role they have to play in enhancing the econony
of Musli ns.
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