29/ 08/ 2002

Japan and Sout h Korea pl edge support

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - Japan and Sout h Korea pl edged toni ght conti nued
support to Mal aysia's Look East policy, which they feel has successfully
served as a catalyst to pronote regional cooperation

This was stated by the Japanese Parlianmentary Secretary for Foreign
Affairs Masahiro I marmura and Sout h Korean Enbassy charge d' affairs Chun
Hae Jin at a dinner to comenorate the 20th anniversary of the policy at
the Pal ace of the Gol den Horses.

Chun said a sense of conmunity was energi ng anong countries in the East
Asi an region despite differences in political systenms, |evel of economc
devel opnent as well as culture and val ues.

He said Asean+3 countries had enhanced cooperation anong thensel ves,
especially in the area of financial cooperation

"South Korea is committed to working with Malaysia to realise the common
vi sion of cooperation anmong the countries in the region. W believe that
continued prosperity and cooperation are vital to security and stability."

Chun said Mal aysi a had charted "amazi ng econom c devel opnent" since
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad becane Prinme Mnister in 1981.

Chun said Mal aysia and South Korea had sponsored a series of progranmes
under the policy to share know how and experiences in econom ¢ devel opnent
and gl obal issues.

Meanwhi | e, | manura said under the policy, nore than 7,000 Ml aysi an
students and trai nees were sent to Japan

"About 1,800 Mal aysi ans are studying in Japan.”

He said the students had establised several alummi associations to
further pronote ties between both countries.

Saying that the econom c and social conditions of both countries had
changed, he added that the policy nmust al so undergo a change to be nore
effective.
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