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Just anot her assignnent, maybe, but one that is no hardship!

THE first British Viceroy in India was Lord (Charles) Canning. Lady
(Charlotte) Canning's name curiously lives on in Bengal in the shape of an
I ndi an sweet neat called Ledi keni while Charles is forgotten. Being

Kel ant anese, the diarist is rather partial to anything sweet.

Each journey to India (anywhere, actually) always brings to Iight sonme
new facet, ancient or contenporary. \Wen you travel, judge not a nation by
t he standards of another. Until you discard |abels, no people will revea
t hensel ves and enbrace you.

Look beyond the heat (New Del hi is now between 33 and 20 degrees
Cel sius), the dust and poverty, to the spirit of the people and you wll
be amazed: poverty has chastened theminto a spirit of acceptance.

However, |ndians are adept at nodernisation without |osing their
bal ance: the spiritual coexists with Bangalore's Silicon Valley and
nucl ear weapons.

Despite everything, India blossons and is creative, |ike a dancer noving
i n measured steps.

Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad was in New Del hi on Thursday, perhaps his
last visit as Prinme Mnister.

H s push to revive English is appl auded here because | ndi ans have found
that there is a causal relationship between English | anguage skills and a
gl obal |y conpetitive business environment. Some 85 per cent of the web
pages are in English: less than five per cent of the world' s top Internet
sites are able to respond to e-nmail nessages in | anguages ot her than
Engl i sh.

The I ndi an nedia on Thursday was charned by Dr Mahathir's straight-
tal king. He even got a rather adoring audience in a packed hall of
di pl omat s, busi nessnmen and others to swal |l ow sone unpl easant honetrut hs
about the subcontinent.

He said, without nam ng India and Pakistan, that flexibility in dealings
was crucial for peace and the policy of prosperthy-nei ghbour a powerful
weapon.

H s attack on the US intended war on Iraq, the wish for India to
continue providing | eadership on gl obal economc issues (WO and that it
was high time India and Asean worked closely resonated well with his
i steners.

It was spectacul arly Mahat hiresque: |iberal denocracy is not a necessary
underpinning for prosperity and stability. If Governnments change too
often, the people suffer and, he sarcastically intoned, in sone cases,
"denocracy is nore inportant than the rights and wel fare of the people"
to great appl ause.

Nehru's India

TODAY' S India is not Nehru's India. Although Ml aysia-India relations
are good, they could be warner.

Indian editors said Dr Mahathir is the only | eader |eft who dares say
publicly what others dare speak of only in private!

Dr Mahathir's visit was to boost India-Mlaysia trade and observe Indian
IT institutions, including Hyderabad' s "futuristic technotownship" in
H tech Gty. He called on President Abdul Kalam (India's third Muslim
President) and held discussions with his counterpart Atal Bihari Vajpayee.

I ndi ans Flying High

IN the past, foreign education and travel were status synbols for



Mal aysi ans. When the diarist went to the US in 1960, he was perhaps the
first Kelantanese, certainly one of only several Malays. Now, it's no big
deal .

In India, a new status synbol is foreign travel. Hundreds of thousands
of Indians now visit Ml aysia, Thailand, Dubai, Singapore and Britain -
the new trendy destinations. Reasons: easing of restrictions on foreign
exchange, a thriving econony and a fast-growi ng m ddle cl ass.

It's a travel bonanza because it's cheaper for Indians to visit Ml aysia
than some domestic destinations |ike Goa. The nunber of Indians visiting
Asean has risen 30 per cent since |last year, and we are one of the big
dr aws.

Attracting Indian Doctors

MALAYSI A beckons! W have a | ong-standi ng and good relationship with
India. Qur tourismindustry is gungho about India's - and China's -
potential, as both are emerging as key growth markets. And we are
recruiting Indian doctors to help reduce the shortage in rural areas,
especially in Sabah and Sarawak. Perhaps we will recruit dentists next.

Two teanms fromthe Public Service Conmission are in India interview ng
doctors in Chennai, New Del hi and Munbai. The target is 90. Team A | eader
Dat uk Dr Fawzi ah Abdull ah told the diarist in New Del hi that on average,
she and her teamintervi ewed about 10 doctors daily, about 20 per cent of
t hem womren in Chennai but none in New Del hi so far. "Many are young and
highly qualified, very keen."

Besi des, they speak English and should be able to pick up basic Ml ay
soon enough.

In India, the English proficiency of its conmputer programers and
scientists has hel ped build a high-tech industry, also a Singapore success
story.

We should follow suit. Students should |earn nore subjects in English,
but Malay, Malay literature and agama (for Malays only) nmust be nade
conpul sory, as are Mandarin and Tam | for Chinese and Indians. Perhaps we
shoul d al so revive the English-nmedi um schools that were closed in the
1970s.
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