29 JUN 2002
Assenbl y- Sul t an
JOHOR SULTAN PRAI SES DR MAHATHI R FOR REVI VI NG ECONOWY

JOHOR BAHARU, June 29 (Bernama) -- The Sultan of Johor today praised
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad for ably discharging his
duties and for his untiring efforts in reviving the national econony.

"I congratul ate the Ri ght Honourable Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad,
Prime Mnister of Malaysia, for his efficiency, integrity and
responsibility in inplenmenting effective measures to revive the nationa
econony, " the Sultan said when opening the first neeting of the fourth
session of the 10th Johor State Assenbly here.

The neasures taken by the Prime M nister had brought about econonic
recovery and the national economy was projected to grow at the rate of 3.5
per cent this year conpared to 0.4 per cent |ast year.

Consuners and the business community were nore confident with increased
donesti ¢ demand, he added

The overall donestic econonmy gained strength with the services sector
experiencing a 4.6 per cent growth while the construction sector grew by
2.9 per cent, the Sultan of Johor said.

International reserves rose to RML24.5 billion which could finance
i mports over six nonths.

Hi s Royal Hi ghness urged all Mal aysians to be thankful for the unity
anong the various races in this country as this had ensured stability and
prosperity till this day.

He said for the econony to devel op even further there should be
continued peace and tranquility in the country.

Turning to Johor, the Sultan urged the state governnment to ensure
conti nued eononic recovery and ai mfor even hi gher econom c grow h.

"I amconfident that the state government will inplenent economn c
growth neasures in a nore conprehensive, just and bal anced way and i ncrease
productivity in all fields," he said.

The Sultan al so wanted the Johor Governnment to focus on high
technol ogy, capital investnent and high skills apart fromdiversifying the
econony and pronoti ng manuf acturi ng.

Inits efforts to attract nore foreign i nvestnent to various sectors,

t he governnment should give priority to upgrading the Sultan Ismail A port
in Senai, devel oping the Johor Baharu City centre, speeding up the rail way
doubl e tracki ng project and expandi ng the Port of Tanjung Pel epas.

The governnment should al so take nmeasures to ensure justice in society
and undertake religi ous devel opment programes with a view to building the
peopl e's resilience.

Earlier on arrival at the Sultan | brahi mBuilding here, the Sultan was
greeted by the Tengku Mahkota of Johor Tunku |brahim Menteri Besar Datuk
Abdul Ghani O hman and State Assenbly Speaker Datuk Zai nal abi di n Mohaned
Zin.

The Sultan inspected a guard of honour nounted by nmenbers of the Johor
Mlitary Force.

The Johor State Assenbly will sit fromMonday till July 9
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