10 JAN 2002
Koi zumi - Mal aysi a
JAPAN UNDERTAKI NG ECONOM C REFORM W TH DETERM NATI ON - KO zZzUM

PUTRAJAYA, Jan 10 (Bernamm) -- Japan is currently undertaking
structural economc reformw th unwavering determ nation, said Prine
M ni ster Juni chiro Koi zum .

"To revitalise the Japanese econony is of crucial inmportance not only
for Japan but also for South East Asian nations and for the whole world,"”
he said at a dinner hosted by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad
at his residence here in honour of Koizum .

Koi zum arrived here today for a one-day visit on the second | eg of his
tour of five Asean nations.

Koi zum said that when he saw Dr Mahathir for the first time in Tokyo
| ast June, the Mal aysi an | eader expressed strong support for Koizum's
resol ves.

"I nowrecall how | was encouraged by Your Excellency's remarks then."
he sai d.

Koi zum said today he had net Mal aysi ans who studi ed in Japan under the
Look East Policy and other progranmes and "they all expressed their
ent husi asi m about future relations of our two countries."

He said bilateral relations since the 21st Century would be built upon
such heart to heart ties between nenbers of the younger generation.

On a nore specificic matter, he said the exchanges between Ml aysia and
Japan woul d continue for many generations to cone in various forns.

"I would like to make my utnost effort to further pronote these
exchanges, considering the accurul ati on of exchanges for a long tine and
the potential to be further devel oped. | believe the relations between
Japan and Mal aysia will have a bright future," he said.

Koi zuni added that today's neeting with Dr Mahathir woul d be renenbered
as an inportant nilestone in the devel opnent of unwavering rel ations
bet ween the two nations.
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