22/ 12/ 2002

Joint gas pipeline project to go on despite protests

ALOR STAR, Sat. - The devel opnent of the gas pipeline project under the
Mal aysi a- Thai | and Joi nt Devel opnent Area will go ahead despite protests
fromseveral quarters in Thail and.

The conmitnent by the two countries were expressed by Energy,
Conmuni cati ons and Multinmedia M nister Datuk Amar Leo Moggi e and
Thail and' s Energy M ni ster Prongthep Thepkanchana after the |aunching of
t he Mal aysi a- Thai | and 300/ 600MW | nt er connecti on project here.

Prongt hep said after the cerenmpony that Thailand woul d go ahead with the
project despite the protests.

He was asked to conment on the unruly protests in Thailand today, on the
eve of the informal tal ks between Mal aysi an and Thai Cabinets in Haadyai
t onor r ow.

The gas pipeline project is expected to be discussed by the two parties.

The talks will be headed by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad and his Thai counterpart Thaksin Shinawatr a.

"We stick by our decision to inplement the project. It is one of the
areas of econom c co-operation we have entered with Ml aysia."

Meanwhi | e, Moggi e said the project would be inplenented as schedul ed. He
said the matter would be raised at tonorrow s neeting.
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