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PBRS- Jef frey
JEFFREY W LLI NG TO FACE KURUP | N CONTEST TO SETTLE DI SPUTE

KOTA Kl NABALU, Feb 2 (Bernama) -- Datuk Dr Jeffrey Kitingan is ready to
face Tan Sri Joseph Kurup in a contest to settle the dispute over the Parti
Bersat u Rakyat Sabah (PBRS) presidency, to which both are staking their
claim

Dr Jeffrey said he was prepared to do this to settle the i ssue once and
for all if the Registrar of Societies (ROS) ordered the party to reconvene
its Annual Ceneral Meeting (AGY.

He said the majority of the delegates to the recent PBRS congress
wanted to see a contest between himand Kurup for the top post.

"I"'mready to do so if the ROS advises the party to reconvene the AGM
as a last resort to resolve the problem

"I'monly offering my service for the good of the party inline with
the principle of denpcracy but unfortunately he (Kurup) tried to avoid the
contest and instead suspended ny nmenbership in the party," he told Bernana
her e.

On Thursday, Sabah ROS Director Toisin Gantor said if both parties
failed to resolve the problemw thin the stipulated period and did not
apply for an extension, the registrar could take action, including
cancelling the party's registration.

Toisin said if there were two canps and both sent their reports, the
ROS woul d have to invoke Section 16 of the Societies Act 1966 which
enpowers the registrar to i ssue a show cause letter to the party and ask it
to resolve the dispute within 30 days

Yesterday, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad said that the
RCS has the right to take action against PBRS if it had breached the | aw

However, Dr Mahathir said: "This is a political issue and as such we
have to be cautious because sometines people try to use the lawto
undermne a political action.™”

On the party's annual del egates conference on Jan 28 and 29 whi ch was
pl unged i nto confusi on because of their dispute, Dr Jeffrey said it was
| egal and that the outcone of the neeting, including his nomnation for and
el ection to the president's post shoul d be accepted and respected by all

"The meeting was conducted in accordance with the party's constitution
and what ever neeting held after Jan 29 was outside the conference,” he
sai d.

After pandenoni um br oke out at the neeting on Jan 29, Kurup's canp
adj ourned the neeting to the foll owi ng day, during which Kurup was
re-el ected president.

Dr Jeffrey asserted that the suprene authority of the party lay with
t he annual del egates conference as was clearly provided for under Article
25 of the party constitution.

He said it was the del egates who lifted his suspension and subsequently
nonmi nated himfor the president's post as the said neeting was earlier
attended by Kurup, not his own supporters as was reported in the press.

On Jan 25, Kurup exercised his presidential powers under Article 59 of
the PBRS constitution to suspend Dr Jeffrey with i mmedi ate ef fect for going
against the interest of the party.

Asked whether he had nmet Deputy Prine M nister Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah
Ahmad Badawi to brief himon the matter, Dr Jeffrey confirned neeting him
but declined to el aborate.

Dr Jeffrey said he was open to discussions with Kurup to find the best



solution to the probl ens.
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