02 JAN 2002
Mahat hi r - Gat heri ng
DR MAHATHI R ATTENDS Al DI LFI TRI GATHERI NG

PUTRAJAYA, Jan 2 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad attended an Aidil fitri gathering organi sed by the Prime Mnister's
Departnent here today.

He was acconpanied by his wife, Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohaned Ali .

Present were M nister inthe Prine Mnister's Departnent Datuk Pandi kar
Amin Miulia, Chief Secretary to the Governnent Tan Sri Sanmsudi n Gsnan,

Nati onal Econom c Action Council (NEAC) Executive Director Datuk Mistapa
Mohamed and staff of the departnent.

In his speech, Dr Mahathir said Mal aysi ans were fortunate to be able to
celebrate Aidilfitri in peace, not |like in many countries which faced
probl ens |ike war.

He said the country was al so prosperous, which enabl ed t he gover nment
to give a 10 per cent salary increase to its enployees this year in the
hope of easing their burden.

"That's why we shoul d be thankful for the situation in our country and
t hi nk about the good that has cone fromour nobderate stand and | ove for
peace." he said.

Dr Mahat hir and several VIPs present cut a cake and toured the food and
cake stalls before enjoying the food.
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