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SNAP- Appeal
JAMES WONG YET TO APPEAL AGAI NST SNAP' S DEREGQ STRATI ON

By: Alan Ting

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 10 (Bername) -- Forner president of the deregistered
Sarawak National Party (SNAP), Datuk Amar Janes Wng Kim M n has yet to
appeal to the Hone M nister against the Registrar of Societies' (ROS)
decision to deregister the party.

He said the faction | ed by hi mwas considering whether to appeal to the
Hone M nister or to refer the ROS s decision to court.

"We have yet to decide,” Wng, who at 81 is the country's ol dest and
| ongest serving politician, told Bernama over the phone from Kuchi ng today.

Section 16 of the Societies Act 1966 provides themw th a grace period
of 30 days fromthe date of the ROS decision to appeal to the Hone
M ni ster. The deadline for the appeal is Dec 5.

RCS announced on Tuesday the deregi stration of SNAP, founded in 1961,
following the party's failure to resolve its | eadership crisis.

The party of 120,000 nenbers, has four Menbers of Parliament, including
Deputy National Unity and Social Devel opnent Mnister Tiki Lafe and six
assenbl ynen.

The breakaway group of SNAP, |ed by Datuk WIIliam Mawan anak | kom who
is Sarawak's Environnent and Health Mnister, applied to ROSto set up a
new party to be call ed Sarawak Progressive Denocratic Party (SPDP) and
their application was approved by the ROS two days ago.

Wing was al so asked on attenpts to save the party by seeking an urgent
meeting with Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad who is al so
Bari san Nasi onal chai r nan.

"I"'mnot comenting (on the nmatter)," he said, adding that he would
| eave the matter to his supporters.

According to the news report, forner deputy secretary-general Stanley
Jugol had confirned that attenpts had been made by Wng to contact Dr
Mahat hir and Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahmad Badawi .

However, there has been no confirmation fromthe Prine Mnister's
office on any date for the neeting, said Stanley.

On Thursday, Dr Mahathir said that the deregistered SNAP which was one
of the four conmponent parties in the ruling Barisan Nasional (BN) Sarawak,
shoul d be rehabilitated through a new party.

Dr Mahathir said the BN was prepared to consider admtting the new
party if an application was made and there should not be any opposition to
the setting up of the new party.

Meanwhi | e, the deregistered party secretary-general Datuk Justine
Jinggut said the "next course of action" by Wng's faction was |ikely to be
known within the next few days.

He did not specify any date except to say that they were in the process
of consulting the deregistered party nenbers.

"W are consulting our ex-nmenbers on what to do and to get whatever
support on what to do next," he said over the phone from Kuchi ng.

He said it was only fair to give an opportunity to the ex-nmenbers to
deci de what they wanted foll owi ng the deregistration of their party.

"I don't know if Datuk Amar Janes Wng had made any appoi ntnent to see
the Prime M nister or the Deputy Prime Mnister."

"I amnot in position to disclose anything since any appoi ntnent to see
the Prime Mnister or Deputy Prime Mnister will be in Datuk Amar's
personal capacity since the party has been deregistered," he said.
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