03/ 11/ 2002
Join BN, PMto Qpposition (HL)

Noor Adzman Baharuddi n; Mari na Enmanue

PENANG, Sat. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad today i ssued an open
invitation to Opposition parties to join the Barisan Nasional since it
practised an open policy and was willing to share power.

"This invitation is open to all parties. W are not power hungry, that's
why we are willing to share power with other parties, and nore and nore of
themare joining the BN with Parti Bersatu Sabah bei ng accepted back into
the fold recently,” he said.

The Prime Mnister said everyone needed to work with the CGovernnent to
face threats fromexternal enem es.

"Let us reduce the politicking and focus on devel opi ng our country
because we have enem es outside the country. That is why we nust be united
to fight them" he told reporters after opening the State BN convention in
Bal i k Pul au here.

He said the BN had accepted nmany of its foes, including Gerakan and Pas,
after the 1969 general election.

Dr Mahathir, who is also BN chairman, was asked to el aborate on his cal
to Parti Keadilan Nasional nenbers to join BN parties, including Umo, so
as to continue contributing their efforts in devel oping the country.

In his speech, he said: "It's better for Keadilan to be dissol ved and
rejoin Umo. We are prepared to accept them just as we had accepted
menbers of the Parti Semangat 46."

He said Keadilan, together with the DAP and Pas through the Barisan
Alternatif coalition, had no chance of assum ng power because ties between
t hem were crunbling.

He said DAP and Pas were fighting over the issue of setting up an
Islamic state and there was no | onger cooperation between them

However, he said, if Keadilan nmenbers wished to return to Umo, their
intention nust be sincere. They nust work with the BN Government to
devel op the country and not for their own objectives.

About 5, 000 BN nenbers attended the convention thenmed Bari san Nasi ona
Leads: Penang continues to Progress.

Present were Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahnad Badaw ,
State BN chairman and Chief Mnister Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon, Deputy Chief
M nister Datuk Dr Hlm Yahaya and | eaders of State BN conponent parties.

The Prime Mnister said the power-sharing concept adopted by the BN
enabl ed conmponent parties to have their respective representatives in the
Government to discuss solutions to problens faced by the country and to
find a forrmula for national devel opnent.

He al so paid tribute to the | ate Tengku Abdul Rahman for being able to
unite the nation then, although the people was fromdifferent races and
religious beliefs.

Asked to comment on statenments by several quarters urging himto contest
t he next general election, Dr Mahathir said he was firmin his decision
not to seek reelection as an MP. He said he had made up his m nd and woul d

stick by it.

"I cannot be wavering on this ... | have said sonething and that's it.
had wanted to quit, but was asked to remain. | don't want the people to
say that | amplaying politics. No! I have made up my mind to resign.”

Asked about the tactics of the Cpposition in conducting en bloc
registration of inported and phantomvoters, he said it could have been
done for nore than 30 years already.



"It is one of the Qpposition's biggest deception ained at ensuring their
supporters vote for themin areas they had lost marginally, as well as an
attenpt to deny the people fromcontinuing to vote for the BN, " he said.

Citing an exanple, he said Dr HIm's parents' nanes on the el ectoral
regi ster had been transferred el sewhere w thout their know edge.

Dr Mahathir said about 2,000 voters in his constituency in Kedah, one of
the States where such practices are ranpant, had al so gone ni ssing.

He did not rule out that the Qpposition was getting assistance from
within the El ection Conmi ssion.
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