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Dr M- Making Ml aysi ans proud

TVENTY- ONE years ago yesterday, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad becane

Mal aysia s fourth Prime Mnister, promsing the country changes that few
woul d have believed possible. And naybe he too did not expect the extent
to which the nation would respond to his single-nndedness to nmake today's
reality.

VWho woul d have thought that on the albeit firmfoundations built by
previ ous adm ni strations, anyone could so radically change the rhythm and
pattern of our social and econonmic life. No |longer is the pace of such
nmegapol i ses as London or New York strange to a visiting Ml aysian, for
whom nodernity has becone part and parcel of a very nundane famliarity.
Kual a Lunpur, after all, is home to the world's tallest building.
Satellite television, naking crystal clear digital inmages available to
anyone willing to pay, is an everyday matter. Every brand name the world
over can be found al nost everywhere throughout the country. Walthy
Mal aysi ans no | onger go abroad to shop.

On the surface, this may seem|li ke crass consunerism but it bespeaks an
econom ¢ devel opnent that has given the popul ace an envi able | evel of
di sposabl e i ncone, maki ng Mal aysia an attractive market. Economnically,
therefore, Dr Mahathir's achi evenents are beyond doubt, an acconplishment
made nore spectacular in recent years when his controversial policies
spared the country what to the rest of the regi on was an unavoi dabl e
recessi on.

Dr Mahat hir has noderni sed Mal aysia in ways that have retained our
uni queness. Unli ke many ot her countries, we have not enbraced
Westerni sation to the detrinment of our Asian heritage. Qur multi-
ethnicity, religiosity and culturalismhave flourished as early tol erance
gives way to a healthy respect for one another

In the 21 years he has led the country, the Prine Mnister has given
Mal aysi ans what few | eaders el sewhere have succeeded in doing: nmade peopl e
proud of their national identity. Take M chelle Yeoh, for instance. The
Hong Kong filmindustry devel oped and honed her skill as an actress and
Hol | ywood nade her a star of global stature, but home to her is stil
Mal aysi a.
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