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Mahat hi r - Japan
JAPAN SHOULD LEAD, BRI NG BACK THE WORLD TO | TS SENSES, SAYS MAHATH R

By: Harlina Samson

TOKYO, Dec 12 (Bernamm) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said today that Japan, with its size, wealth and world cl ass
technol ogi es, can be successful and do many things if it decides not to
follow but to |l ead the others, particularly East Asian nations.

He said that with globalization and today's war, which is nore econonic
than mlitary might, Japan could help bring the world back to its senses
and revive the world's econony if it takes on the | eadership role.

"East Asia and indeed the world needs Japan, its dynamismand its
si ngl e-mi nded dedi cation. Today's world is in shanbles.

"The abuses of the free trading system the unlimted greed of a
consi der abl e nunber of speculators, the funmbling and i nconpetence in the
handl i ng of problens have resulted in the world losing its way," he told
participants of a senminar on the 20th anniversary of the 'Look East Policy'
her e.

The semi nar was organi sed by Japan's Mnistry of Foreign Affairs and
the Ni hon Kei zai Shinbun (N kkei) to commenorate the 20-year-old policy,
adopt ed by Ml aysi a.

The ' Look East Policy', introduced by Dr Mahathir in 1982, soon after
he assuned office, essentially enphasizes the need for Ml aysians to
enul ate the exenplary eastern work ethics, norale, val ues, managenent
qualities and skills, ainmed at |learning the secret behind Japan's and South
Korea's econoni ¢ success.

The Prime M nister said that no one could dispute that Japan achi eved a
mracle when it rebuilt itself after World War I1. It didit inits own
way, W thout being advised by other people, he said.

Noting that it was a feat that reflects the character of the Japanese,
he said that the only advi ce Japan accepted was to produce high quality
goods, of world standards, so as to be accepted by the world markets.

"As a foreigner froma small country, it is not for me to tell Japan
what it should do in order to again beconme a nodel for us. But with
apol ogies, | would like to put in nmy penny's worth of comments,” said the
out spoken and the | ongest serving Asian statesnan.

Expressi ng concern over the sluggi sh econom c recovery of Japan, Dr
Mahat hir said that al though Japan had tried nmany of the ways suggested to
boost its econony, results had been hard to come by so far.

Sayi ng that Ml aysi a understands the Japanese desire to westernise its
system the Prinme Mnister said that the existing systemshould not be
suddenly changed, even if it is for the better, as it would cause severe
di srupti on.

"It is far better to stick to the systemwhich works. And the Japanese
system has worked very well for the Japanese...it nmade Japan the second
nmost powerful econony in the world," he said.

He said that if Japan nust change, it could change slowy to avoid nmass
di sruptions.

Dr Mahathir said that as Asians are | ooking east at Japan, they would
prefer to learn fromits success than its mstake and in this context,
Japan nust rise

Rem ndi ng t he Japanese of their post-war recovery through its own way,
the Prime Mnister said that as a whole, they nmust wake up and appreciate
that the disaster they faced now was of their own making.

He said that the rapid changi ng of government, for every two years, was



not the best way in nmanagi ng recovery, even during a nornmal situation, as a
governnent coul d not understand probl ens, execute plans properly, correct
m st akes and achi eve success.

"I amnot trying to advise you. But these are critical tines.

G obal i zation needs to be handled properly,” said the Prine Mnister, who
at the same tinme urged East Asian | eaders to work together.

Speaking at length on the way today's world fight against terrorism he
said that the world is living in an age of fear and being frightened, it
reacts blindly.

"We try to fight terrorists as if we are fighting a conventional war.
W errect barriers around us, we invent new security neasures, we break our
own codes of behavior...we are back in the stone age when mght is right,"
he sai d.

Condemni ng travel advisories which urged people not to travel, the
Prime M nister questioned the good of great technol ogies and free trade if
peopl e could not travel to the world to do busi ness.

He reiterated that terrorismwould stop only when the causes were
renmedi ed.

As today's struggle was nore of the struggle of the oppressed agai nst
their oppressors, nore oppression is not going to stop the struggle, he
said, adding that terrorists could be anywhere, even in one's own backyard.

"The world has truly lost its way. The anger of the terrorists is there
and will remain there. But we can control our anger, we can be rational.
Only rationality can win us the battle against the terrorists.

"This then is the challenge for Japan in a globalized world. To | ead
and not to be led," said Dr Mahathir.
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