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Jamal udin the rising star

Shansul Akmar

THERE i s nothing spectacul ar about the rise of Jamaludin Jarjis in
politics. At least there wasn't until Tuesday, when the Prine Mnister's
office issued a statenment to announce his appoi ntment as Second Fi nance
M ni ster.

Prior to this, Jamaludin, better known as JJ, was considered unlikely
even to upstage his nanesake on the Mal ay pop scene, Jay Jay of Ri ndu
Bayangan f ane.

At least his "enem es" said so when asked what they thought of
Jamal udi n* s chances of ascending the Umo |adder. Now, it is different.

In fact, even before Jamal udin was appointed to the Cabinet, he was the
focus of attention for his appointment as chairman of Tenaga Nasi onal Bhd
two years ago

No doubt, he got a bad Press then, when questions were raised about his
ability to manage the leading utility.

The doubts were all the stronger as his predecessor Tan Sri Dr Tajuddin
Ali was considered of "better pedigree".

"But you have got to give it to JJ. He managed to turn those doubts into
confidence," said a former Umo Youth exco nenmber who was together wth
Jamal udin in the novenent in 1988.

A party insider pointed out that Jamaludin not only managed to sil ence
his critics on his appointnent to Tenaga Nasional, but played an active
rol e despite being a nere non-executive chairman

"Now, he is the man hol ding the nation's purse. Can you imagi ne him
lying low and remaining a mnor player in Umo politics?"

Jamal udin enters the arena w th nunerous perceptions about him

They may be assets as nuch as baggage.

He is generally perceived as a backer of Umo vice-president Datuk Seri
Naj i b Tun Razak

There is a lot of truth in that. Born in Pekan, Pahang, Najib's
constituency, Jamaludin started his political career there. Wien he becane
an Umo Youth exco, Najib was the novenent's chief.

He was al so one of the main canpaigners for Najib in the contest for the
party vice-presidency.

So when Jamal udi n' s appoi nt nent was announced, observers i medi ately
concluded that it was a nove by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad to strengthen Najib's position in the hierarchy.

Then came specul ation that Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul Ahnmad
Badawi was not even informed of Jamal udin's appoi nt ment.

Al these |l end weight to nunmerous theories about the ever-changing
political equation in Umo.

The theories becone nore intriguing when |linked to the inpending
resi gnati on of Dr Mahathir, Abdullah's succession and the yet-to-be naned
deputy.

However, Abdullah has dism ssed specul ation that he was not infornmed at
al | about Jamal udi n's appoi nt ment .

He said Dr Mahathir had informed himof the decision to appoint
Jamal udi n and he (Abdul | ah) had concurred.

Hi ghl y- pl aced sources reveal ed that Dr Mahathir and Abdul | ah di scussed
t he appoi nt nent of Jamal udin about a nonth ago, and the latter actually
agreed with the choice.

VWil e such matters are inportant in dism ssing theories that Abdullah is



bei ng underm ned in such an inportant Cabi net appointnment, the contentions
that Jamal udin was chosen to strengthen Najib persist.

However, a party insider reveal ed

"I't was when (Datuk Seri) Anwar |brahi mwas sacked as the Deputy Prine
M nister, and Dr Mahathir was trying to deci de who anong the senior party
| eaders would be suitable to fill the vacancy."

Abdul | ah and Najib were the main contenders as they were the vice-
presi dents then.

"Dr Mahathir finally decided Abdul | ah shoul d be his deputy.

"However, before he nade the announcenent, he called Najib to ask his
opi ni on.

"Najib then went back and di scussed the matter with his politica
advi sers and Jamal udi n was anong t hem

"I't was he who advised Najib to support Dr Mahathir's choice
Jamal udi n"s opinion on that matter is said to have irked a certain
i ndi vidual close to Najib."

But several mid-level Umo political players believe it is sinplistic to
| abel Jamaludin as nmerely Najib's man or any other |eader's, for that
nmatter.

"It is true he is close to Najib but he has al so proven to be an Umo
man and this is the main reason why Dr Mahathir chose himfor the powerful
post," said one.

The former Umo Youth exco who was together with Jamal udin said the MP
for Ronpin would probably, after assum ng the Second Fi nance M nister's
post, prove to be his own man

"I have al ways believed that JJ is not soneone to be witten off.

"Anmong our peers, he was always the one who was clear about his
political direction and very focused on where he planned to go.

"To ne, he is going to be the nman to watch."”

Anot her party insider said the stage was all set for Jamaludin to be a
contender for Umo's "secondtier" |eadership.

"When Abdul | ah takes over, let's say Najib is nade his deputy. Then the
top | eadership echelon is well-established.

"What should be the focus will be who anong the Umo younger generation
will be in the running to fill up the vacancies in the vice-presidency."

The insider said the few nanes within the hierarchy worthy of being
consi dered woul d be Umo Youth chief Datuk H shamuddi n Hussei n and
Sel angor Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Dr Mohd Khir Toyo.

"But now, with Jamaludin, who is only 51, hol ding such an inportant
post, the equation will definitely include him™

O course, said the insider, others may cone into the picture |ater, but
the present scenario positions Jamaludin perfectly for higher honours.

H s fornmer Umo Youth exco col |l eague shared the sentinment, arguing that
Jamal udi n had been through all levels of the party hierarchy.

"It is not that he has been suddenly plucked fromoutside the party to
take up an inportant position. He had to conpete at numerous |evels before
becom ng the suprene council nenber.

"No doubt, in the past, his ascension was aided by his cl ose association
with Najib

"But now, with the Finance Mnistry, he has his own vehicle and it is up
to himhow far he wants to go in the political race

"He is quite a snooth operator.™

At the same time, a party elder had a word of caution for rising star
Jamal udi n.

He pointed out that the Finance Mnistry was no doubt a powerful tool of
patronage and those holding it could change their political fortune.

"But it could also be their downfall



"Lest Jamaludin forget, his last two predecessors left the mnistry not
under the best of circunstances.
"One was ungraciously renoved.
"The ot her packed his bags am d rmuch negative specul ation."
Is the sword of Danocl es hangi ng over Jamal udi n?
( END)
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