24 JAN 2002
Mahat hi r - Umo
UWNO MEMBERS MAY SW TCH BRANCH, SAYS MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 24 (Bernama) -- Umo is allowing its nmenbers to
switch branch before branch-|evel el ections begin next nonth, Prinme
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad said today.

Dr Mahathir, the party president, said nenbers would al so not be
prevented fromjoi ning any branch of their choice.

"The (Umo) Supreme Council has decided that there will be no effort to
stop nenbers fromjoining any branch or switch to another branch fromtheir
present branch,” he told a press conference after chairing a neeting of the
counci | .

Umo el ections at the branch level will be held fromFeb 16 to March 16
and at the divisional level fromMarch 17 to April 30. The party general
assenbly will take place in June.

Deputy Prine M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi , the party
deputy president, said today's neeting al so agreed that branches and
di vi si ons may postpone their neetings if many of their menbers woul d be
performng their haj at the tine.

He sai d branches wi shing to postpone neetings nmust, however, submt
their applications through their divisions which need to give their
approval .

As for divisions seeki ng postponenents, they nmust subnmit the
applications through the respective state |iaison conmittees.

Abdul | ah al so said Puteri Umo nenbers who applied to join the party at
t he branch |l evel woul d be al |l owed to attend branch neetings as regi stered
menbers.

Today' s neeting al so di scussed Bari san Nasi onal's perfornance in the
I ndera Kayangan by-el ection | ast Saturday.

"We feel we have been able to identify the BN s weaknesses and
strengths in | ndera Kayangan. This will serve as a | esson for us,"” said Dr
Mahat hi r .

The prime mnister congratul ated Perlis Menteri Besar Datuk Seri
Shahi dan Kassi mand nmenbers of Umo Yout h, Wanita Umo and Puteri Umo for
their efforts in ensuring a BNwin in the by-election.
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