18 OCT 2002

KEMAS TRULY MOTI VATES REFORMS, SAYS ABDULLAH

BATU PAHAT, Cct 18 (Bernanme) -- The Conmunity Devel opnent Depart ment
(Kermas) is the real nmotivator for refornms as it has succeeded in bringing
meani ngf ul change and progress to rural dwellers, said Deputy Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi .

"These are reforms which are truly meaningful, constructive and
successful in bringing progress to the rakyat," he said, praising nore than
1,000 Kemas officers and staff who attended the National Kemas Day, here
t oni ght .

He said Kemas officers not only devel oped the conmunity, they were al so
i nvolved in ensuring the success of the rural education and health
programes as well as its econonic developnent inline with the aspirations
of the governnment and the objectives of Kemas itself.

As such, he said Kemas was still relevant as it had successfully
i mpl ement ed various projects creatively and innovatively which had brought
positive results to the comunity.

Abdul | ah sai d Kemas nmust strive with greater deternination by ensuring
t he success of new governnent progranmes such as the "one vill age, one
i ndustry" programe initiated by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Moharmad.

The function was al so attended by Rural Devel opnment M nister Datuk Azm
Khal i d and Johor Menteri Besar Datuk Abdul Ghani
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