26 NOV 2002

KEEP BUKI T KAYU H TAM OPEN 24 HOURS, URGES KADI R

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 26 (Bernama) -- The Mal aysi a- Thai border entry in
Bukit Kayu Hi tam shoul d be kept open 24 hours to increase tourist-flowinto
both countri es.

Culture, Arts and Tourism M ni ster Datuk Paduka Abdul Kadir Sheikh
Fadzir who nade the suggestion said nost tour agents in Ml aysia and
Thai |l and chose to start their journey at night to reduce acconodation
costs.

"If the border entry is kept open 24 hours they won't need to rent
hotel roons for too long," Kadir said at the national level Aidilfitri Open
House neeting here today.

"The suggestion to keep the border entry open has been forwarded to the
I mmigration Departnent and we are now waiting for a reply. Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir has al so been informed about this," Kadir said.

Thai tourists would spend their noney in Ml aysia and Thai busi nessnen
who operate 24 hours would benefit fromtourists conming from Mal aysi a. The
Thai governnent was al so in favour of Ml aysia keeping its border entry
open 24 hours, Kadir said.

Tour operators have said this would increase the nunber of tourists in
both countries, said Kadir. Currently, the border entry is open only til
m dni ght .
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