31 DEC 2002
Agong- Cuba
KI NG EXTENDS GREETI NGS TO CASTRO ON CUBA' S 44TH REVOLUTI ONARY DAY

KUALA LUWMPUR, Dec 31 (Bernama) -- The Yang di-Pertuan Agong Tuanku Syed
Siraj uddi n Syed Putra Jamal ul I ai |l and t he Raj a Per mai suri Agong Tuanku
Fauzi ah Tengku Abdul Rashi d have extended greeti ngs to Cuban Presi dent
Fi del Castro on the occasi on of the republic's 44th Revol uti onary Day.

According to a Wsnma Putra statenment, Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad al so sent a congratul atory nmessage to Castro.

I n his nessage, Dr Mahat hir expresses confidence that the strong bonds
of friendship and nutual |y beneficial cooperation that exists between Cuba
and Mal aysia will continue to develop in the years ahead.

He said that bilateral cooperation between Ml aysi a and Cuba has been
i ncreasing since Castro's visit to Malaysia in May | ast year.

He noted that the first Joint Conm ssion neeting between Mal aysi a and
Cuba hel d i n Havana i n Septenber this year has al so contributed to two
countries' enhanced rel ati ons.

Dr Mahathir also said that he is | ooking forward to wel coming Castro to
Kual a Lunpur next year for the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM Summit in
February.

Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Syed Hami d Al bar, in his message to his
Cuban counterpart, Felipe Perez Roque, said that Ml aysi a hopes to further
expand and deepen bil ateral relations, especially inthe areas identified
at the inaugural Joint Comm ssion neeting in Havana | ast Sept enber.
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