10 JAN 2002

KO ZUM ACCORDED CEREMONI AL VELCOVE AT PUTRA SQUARE

PUTRAJAYA, Jan 10 (Bernamm) -- Japanese Prime M nister Junichiro
Koi zum was accorded a cerenoni al wel conme on his arrival at the Prine
Mnister's Ofice Conplex here for talks with his Ml aysian counterpart
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad t oday.

He was warmy greeted by Dr Mahathir at Dataran Putra fronting the
green-doned conpl ex after whi ch he acconmpani ed his guest to i nspect a
guar d- of - honour nmounted by four officers and 96 nen fromthe first
battalion of the Royal Mal ay Regi nent | ed by Mej Abu Sanmah Mohamed Nooh.

Seni or Mal aysi an governnent officials and foreign dignitaries were then
i ntroduced to Koizumi

He | ater signed a guest book before taking in the view of Putrajaya,
Mal aysi a' s new adm ni strative capital fromDr Mahathir's office.

Bot h | eaders then had a cl osed-door tal k before heading their
respective sides at the del egati on neeti ng.

Mal aysia is the second | eg of Koizum's week-long visit to five
Sout heast Asian countries - Philippines, Mlaysia, Thailand, |ndonesia and
Si ngapor e.
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