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KL AND WASHI NGTON S| GN ANTI - TERRCRI SM DECLARATI ON

By: Jaafar Hussin and Sal my Hashi m

WASHI NGTON, May 14 (Bernama) -- Mal aysia and the United States Tuesday
seal ed a decl aration that provides for a framework for cooperation in the
prevention and di sruption as well as conmbating international terrorism

The Decl arati on on Cooperation to Conbat International Terrorismwl|
all owfor the exchange and fl ow of information and intelligence and the
overal | strengthening of bilateral ties between the two signatories.

The signing of the declaration conmes at a tine when the world is faced
with the danger of terrorismfollow ng the Sept 11 attacks in the United
St at es.

Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hami d Al bar signed on behal f of
Mal aysi a whil e the US was represented by acting Secretary of State Richard
Armi t age.

The signing cerenony took place in the Jackson Roomof the US
presi dent's guest house, call ed Bl air House, where Prine M nister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohamad is staying during his three-day visit to the US which
began on Monday.

Dr Mahat hir witnessed the signing of the declaration. O hers present at
the cerenony were Primary Industries Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Li mKeng Yai k
and Chief Secretary to the Governnment Tan Sri Sansudi n GCsnan.

The scope and areas of cooperation are:

* Continued and i nproved intelligence and terrorist financing
i nformation sharing on counter terrori smmeasures, includingthe
devel opment of nore effective counter terrorismpolicies and | egal,
regul atory and adm ni strative counter terrorismregi nes.

* Enhancement of existing liaison relationship between the two
countries' | awenforcenent agenci es to engender practical counter terrorism
cooperati on.

* Strengt hened capacity-building efforts through training and
education; consul tations between officials, anal ysts, and fi el d operators;
sem nars; conferences; and j oi nt operations, as appropriate.

* Assistance on transportation, border and i nmigration control
chal | enges, including docunent and identify fraud to stemeffectively the
flow of terrorist-related material, noney and peopl e.

* Conpliance with United Nations Security Council lists and circulars
ordering the freeze of terrorist assets, and

* The participants may at any tinme nutual |y determ ne additional areas
of cooperation under this declaration of cooperation.

To execute the declaration, each country will designate an agency to
act as the central point of contact for the purposes of inmplementing as
laid out in the four-page docurent.

They include the police, mlitary, intelligence, other |aw enforcenment
agenci es and ot her concer ned agenci es i ncl udi ng i mm gration, custons and
justicel/ Attorney-General's Departnent.

The decl aration al so stated that neither party woul d di scl ose or
di stribute any confidential information, docunents or data received during
the i npl ementation of the declarationto any third party except to the
extent agreed in witing by the other party.

It further said that the docunment nay be nodified or revised, if it was
deened necessary, by nutual consent inwiting by the two participants.



It said any disputes arising out of the interpretation or
i mpl enent ation of the declaration should be settled ani cably through
consul tation or negoti ati on between t he governnments t hrough di pl omatic
channel s.

The decl aration stated that the docunment was in no way i ntended to
limt or constrain the respective actions of the US or Malaysia in
conmbating terrorism but rather it was an effort to enhance the effi cacy of
those efforts.

Earlier, Dr Mahathir held talks with Arnitage, Treasury Secretary Paul

O Neill and US Trade Representative Robert Zoellick at the Blair House.
- - BERNAMA

JH SH DC YBY



	KL AND WASHINGTON SIGN ANTI-TERRORISM DECLARATION (Bernama 14/05/2002)

