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KL CI TY Al R TERM NAL BRI NGS VI S| ON 2020 CLOSER TO REALI SATI ON

KUALA LUWMPUR, April 13 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanad t oday reveal ed the possibility of two Asean cities of
Kual a Lunpur and Si ngapore, or for that matter Johor Baharu and Penang, be
linkedinfuture with a high speed train service foll ow ng the successful
conpl etion of the Express Rail Link (ERL) project.

The RMR2. 4 billion project provides non-stop high speed train service
bet ween Kual a Lunmpur Gty Air Termnal (KL CAT) at the KL Sentral here to
KL I nternational Airport (KLIA) in Sepang, about 50km away.

The KLI A Ekspres, as the train service i s known, begins operation
tonorrow at 8amafter that S5amdaily with the trains running at 15 m nutes
interval. The last train will depart the KL CAT at lam

The one-way fare to KLIA for the 28-minute ride is RMB5. The train has
a top speed of 160 kil onetres per hour.

Launchi ng the KLI A Ekspres service and the KL CAT here, Dr Mhathir
saidall vital strategic infrastructures, whichin the past were i npossi bl e
to provide, had been into place with the conpl etion of the ERL project.

"Now, the railway Iink to China is being worked on," he saidin a
tel evi sed address.

Dr Mahathir said that with the conpletion of the KL CAT, Malaysia is
getting closer of realising its Vision 2020 objective of becom ng a
devel oped country.

He said that with the high speed train service, KLIAis nowat par with
any ot her nodern and advance airports in the world such as the Heathrowin
London and Hong Kong with check-in flight facilities.

Wth the conpetitive edge and worl d-class facilities, the KLIA
hopeful |y woul d energe as a successful regional hub for air travellers.

"Airport within the city concept has becone areality...|l amsure KL
City Air Terminal will becone a newlandmark for the capital as well as a
new touri st destination,"” he said.

Dr Mahat hir al so urged operator of the high speed train service,
Express Rail Link Sdn Bhd (ERLSB) to market the service, KLIA Transit
service and KL CAT to | ocal and foreign travellers.

He said ERLSB nust provide world cl ass service by ensuring the safety
and confort of passengers as well as reliability of service.

Dr Mahat hir al so urged Mal aysi ans to use the KLI A Ekspres as the
fastest way of travelling to KLIA

Stating that the project, jointly undertaken by ERLSB and Si nens of
Ger many, was conpl et ed ahead of schedul e and within the budget, Dr Mahathir
hoped that all Mal aysi an projects woul d be |i ked the ERL project of world
class but third world price.
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