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Mahat hi r - Knowl edge
KNOALEDGE | N OTHER FI ELDS VI TAL TO DEFENCE OF THE MJSLI Ms

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 29 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad said
today Muslins nust acquire and nmaster know edge i n other fiel ds besides
Islamto defend their interests and ensure their well being.

The prinme mnister said they nmust pool their knowl edge in fields Ilike
sci ence and technol ogy, mlitary and adm ni strati on and not only
concentrate on learning religion to the highest |evel.

“If all Muslins try to acquire religious know edge to the highest | evel
and becone ulama, it's unlikely that they will acquire other know edge," he
said in response to a question froma partici pant at the Conference on
| ssues and Process of M nd-Opening of the Malay Muslins organi sed by the
Dewan Bahasa and Pustaka (DBP) here.

He said Muslins al ways gauged the degree of Mislinmess of a person by
his religi ous knowl edge when what was i nportant was his belief in the
tenets of |slam

"What's clear is that those who only | earn about religion don't have
the ability to adm ni ster the country, nmanage the country's affairs, the
mlitary and so forth to defend the Mislins.

"So, we must work together and not accuse people who don't take up
Islamas rejecting Islam" he said.

The prine mnister said that inreality, religious know edge and ar dour
al one were not enough to defend the Muslins and t hey nust have know edge in
other fields, which were noless inportant, for their wellbeing.

"Qur problemtoday is that to go to war we have to buy arns fromthe
eneny. Wul d the eneny want to sell the best weapons to us? It's unlikely
and if we just ask for victory without putting in the effort, we woul d not
get it," he said, citing the exanple of the Taliban forces in Afghani stan
fighting the American attacks w t hout nodern war equi pnent or even
uni forns.

To anot her question on whet her the country's educati on systemshoul d be
changed to open up the m nds of the Mal ays, especially the young
generation, Dr Mahathir said the systemcoul d be changed but it woul d not
bring benefit unl ess conmand of all forms of know edge was regarded as
sonmet hing required by religion and a serious responsibility of Muslimns.

There must be a change in mindset for one to accept that the comand of
any know edge was conpul sory for Muslins in the interest of the religion
and Muslinms thensel ves, he said.

Asked about returning to the basic teachings of Islam Dr Mahathir said
t hat when one returned to the basics of Islamit would enable the Mislins
to achi eve success and becone good fol | owers.

He said that in the early days of Islam not nany interpretati ons were
made of |slam c teachi ngs except on the basic things but nowthere were
various interpretations including the projection of a Musli mas one who
nmust sport a beard and wear a turban.

Dr Mahathir said that as |l ong as there were confusing interpretations
of Islamthere woul d al ways be extrem st and fanatic Ml ay Musli ns.

On a proposal that a teambe set up to formul ate the findings of the
conference for the purpose of opening the m nds of the Mal ay Muslins, he
sai d the Mal ay Muslins shoul d not be pol eni c and nake fornul ati ons wi t hout
taki ng pains to i npl enent them

The m nd shoul d be focused on howto inplenent a particul ar proposal,
he said



To anot her question, Dr Mahathir said the Malay Muslins need not go
back to the early days of Islambut shoul d i nstead nove on because with
hi ndsi ght they could correct the m stakes made in the past.

"The Mal ay Muslins don't have the diligence to do a thing over and over
again. If we do athing repeatedly, we will becone efficient,"” he said.

He said that actually Islamwas perfect but its followers were not.
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