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Kedahans
KEDAHANS' PER CAPI TA | NCOVE REACHED Rw4, 137 I N 2000

ALOR SETAR, Jan 20 (Bername) -- The per capita i ncone of Kedahans
junped fromRM2, 612 in 1990 to RW, 137.5 in 2000 in line with the state's
encour agi ng economc growth, Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Syed Razak Syed Zain
sai d today.

He said that the state's annual growth rate during the past 10 years
averaged 9.6 per cent, higher than the national growh rate of 8.7 per
cent.

"Due to the higher per capita income, the quality of |ife of Kedahans
has al so i nproved," he said in his loyalty speech at the investiture held
in conjunction with the 74th birthday of the Sultan of Kedah at |stana Anak
Buki t here.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad and Datin Seri Dr Siti
Hasmah Mohamed Ali were present.

Syed Razak said that during the sane period, the rate of poverty had
been reduced from 30 per cent to 13.5 per cent with the nunber of hardcore
poor famlies reduced from 23,769 to 4, 363.

He said that the state governnent strives to further reduce the rate of
poverty by constructing 4,363 units of houses by the year-end.

The state governnent, he said, had outlined four strategi es under the
Kedah Progressive Action Plan 2010 to | ead Kedah to greater heights |like
focusing on devel opnent in the industrial, agricultural, tourismand
servi ce sectors.

Syed Razak said that focus would al so be given to educational and
religious devel opnent as well as boosting the state's inmage through the
adm ni strative aspects and the inplenentation of policies and | aw
enf or cenent.

He said that a thrift policy would al so m ninise cost and nmaxi m se
out put ..

The Menteri Besar said that according to projection under the plan, the
state's CGDP during the next 10 years would reach 12 to 15 per cent,
chal king up to RMB6, 762 mllion in 2010.
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