29/ 12/ 2002
King joins the people in cel ebrations

Ram an Said; A Hafiz Yatim

MALACCA, Sat. - Malaysians of all races, religions and wal ks of life

toni ght denonstrated the country's uni queness when they thronged the Hang
Tuah Mall to celebrate the national Christmas open house.

In the true spirit of tolerance and understanding, dignitaries and
ordi nary people attended an event common in Ml aysia during major
festivals.

The nore than 100,000 crowd mirrored those who turned up for the Hari
Raya open house in Jitra, Kedah, |ast week.

They came in their festive best, sonme with children in tow, and stayed
on even after the event officially closed for the night.

The | arge turnout saw the 1.5km mall, |aunched recently by Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad, having only standi ng room
People mingled freely, naking the tourists present feel very much at hone
and amazed by the camaraderie and kinship that exist anpong all Mal aysi ans.

It is this interaction that has held the country together and will
propel it to greater heights in future.

The event was organised by the State Governnment and Cul ture, Arts and
Tourism M nistry.

The guests of honour were the Yang di-Pertuan Agong Tuanku Syed
Sirajuddin and Raj a Permai suri Agong Tuanku Fauzi ah

Dr Mahathir and his wife Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali were al so
present.

Among the dignitaries were Yang di-Pertua Negeri Tun Syed Ahnmad
Shahabudi n and Toh Puan Marfuza Shei kh Gsman, Chief M nister Datuk Seri
Mohd Ali Rustam Cabinet Mnisters, deputy mnisters and state executive
counci |l l ors.

Tuanku Syed Sirajuddin and Tuanku Fauzi ah came to the event in a horse
carriage. Syed Ahnmad and wife, and Dr Mahathir and Dr Siti Hasmah al so
arrived in carriages.

They were preceded by Ali and the other dignitaries who arrived in
col ourful trishaws.

The procession that followed the VIPs was representative of the various
conmuni ties, anong themwonen in traditional kebaya nyonya, the Portuguese
in their traditional dress and even Santa C auses and Santarinas who added
colour and gaiety to the night.

The King opened the event by switching on the lights on a Christmas
tree. Lights on all trees and decorations in the area were sinultaneously
[it up.

This foll owed performances of the dances of the various races in the
country.

A 10-mnute glittering fireworks display capped the night.

The crowd, which started arriving from6pm was entertai ned by various
performers and cul tural shows.

Six giant TV screens put up along the thoroughfare hel ped guests foll ow
t he proceedi ngs at the main stage.

A choir conprising 500 nen and wonen from churches here was anpong the
attractions.
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