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KUALA LUMPUR: Just |ike nobst other states in the country, the rice bow
state of Kedah al so aspires to achieve a devel oped status by 2010 or 10
years ahead of Vision 2020 when the whol e country is expected to becone a
devel oped nati on.

For this purpose, the Kedah government has crafted the Devel opnent
Action Plan 2010 which will foster industrial devel opment to spur econonic
growt h

The plan was | aunched by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhanmad
on June 20, in conjunction with the 56th Umo General Assenbly at the Putra
World Trade Centre (PWIC) here.

The strategies contained in the plan were drawn up in line with the
policies laid down in the Third Long-term Perspective Plan and the Ei ghth
Mal aysi a Pl an.

Speaking at a recent nedia briefing here, Kedah Menteri Besar Datuk
Seri Syed Razak Syed Zain said the focus was al so on the information and
communi cation industry, tourism agriculture, education, human resource
devel opnent, infrastructure and entrepreneurial and social devel oprent.

As a poor state, Kedah should nove fast in tandemw th the increasing
chal | enges of gl obalisation and tough conpetition in getting new nmarkets
and i nvest ment .

Wth this in mnd, aggressive neasures woul d be undertaken to attract
foreign and | ocal investnent at the rate of RML billion per year, he said.

| NDUSTRI AL SECTOR GROWTH

Syed Razak said sustained industrial sector growth was an inportant
el ement whi ch woul d contribute to Kedah attaining a devel oped state status
within this decade

Among t he economic growth generating ventures that woul d be devel oped
are the RMLO-billion Kota Perdana Devel opnent Project covering 3,470
hectares at Bukit Kayu H tam enconpassi ng the Asean Industrial and Free
Trade Zone, cargo airport, commrercial centres, housing estates, educationa
institutions and the custons and i mm grati on conpl ex.

A RMB5.3-million allocation had al so been approved to provide ancillary
services to Phase Three of the KulimH gh Technol ogy Industrial Area
covering sone 400 hect ares.

O her projects were the devel opnment of the Gurun Industrial Area at a
cost of RVWb6 mllion and the Pokok Sena Industrial area involving Rvb8
mllion.

Several other projects were also in the process of inplenentation and
these included the Kota Putra Project in Durian Burung, expansion of the
Sultan Abdul HalimAirport in Alor Setar, construction of a port at Kual a
Kedah and a coastal road.

In the area of tourism Kedah would seek to exploit its scenic beauty,
its unique natural environment, culture and arts to attract both domestic
and foreign tourists.

"Kedah has its inherent strength conpared to sone other states in
Mal aysia as it has good road and rail communications," said Syed Razak.

MAI N GATEWAY

Kedah is al so one of the nmain gateways for tourists fromcountries of



the north visiting Peninsular Ml aysia and Si ngapore.

By 2010 sone 4.9 million tourists are projected to visit Kedah based on
a growh rate of 12 percent per year in tourist arrivals.

To wel cone the increasing nunber of tourists to Kedah, steps were being
taken to increase the nunber of hotels and other types of accommodati on and
also to inprove existing facilities. At present there are 8,059 hotel roomns
avai l abl e in the whol e of Kedah.

Kedah at this point is viewed as one of the | ess successful states in
attracting tourists because of the | ack of confortabl e accommbdati on
facilities as observed by the Editor-in-Chief of Utusan Mal aysi a Dat uk
Khal i d Mohamad at the end of Syed Razak's nedia briefing.

Khalid had said that all of Kedah's noble efforts were indeed
prai sewort hy but he was di sappointed that hotel facilities in Kedah had not
changed nmuch over the |ast 30 years.

Syed Razak said Kedah would also draw on its rich history to attract
tourists to the state. The history of its sultanate dates back to 634 AD
based on historical artifacts found in the Bujang Vall ey, Kota Sungai Mas,
Kual a Muda and Al or Setar.

Kedah is also the first territory in this region to receive Islamin
the year 1136.

TOURI SM ASSETS

Kedah's nost val uable tourist asset is the world class tourist resort
of Langkaw .

To retain its attractiveness, various tourism products woul d be
showcased such as its cultural activities and duty-free shopping.

Syed Razak al so stressed that in its eagerness to devel op the tourism
and industrial sectors, the Kedah Governnment woul d not negl ect the
agricultural sector which was the nain basis of the state's economic
growt h

At present Kedah supplies about 40 percent of the country's rice needs.
Padi covers 144,928 hectares of Kedah's |and surface including 80,238
hectares in the Miuda Agricul tural Devel opment Area (MADA), 15,684 hectares
in the Drainage and Irrigation Departnent (DI D) schene area, and 16,176
hectares outside of the DID area. There are al so 32,830 hectares of idle
| and.

He said efforts were being made to increase padi cultivation and
harvest through the use of nodern technol ogy, mechanisation and | arge-scal e
nmanagenent .

Steps had al so been taken in the MADA area to set up mini padi estates
and to nerge snmall plots to facilitate |large scale farmng and reap the
benefits of econom es of scale.

The Kedah Governnent had al so taken steps to revive the tiger prawn
rearing project which becane controversial earlier and was cl osed down.

PRAWN PRODUCTI ON

The project is capabl e of producing sone 1,400 tonnes of tiger prawns
by 2003. The harvest woul d i ncrease with the openi ng of nore ponds over a
1,000 hectare area i n Kual a Mida.

At the sane tine, the Halal Food Hub in Paya Pahl awan had been revived
and this would contribute to the growh of the halal fast food industry in
the country.

The Government-private sector joint venture project to prepare and
supply neat-based fast food would placed the centre as the forenost
supplier of nmeat in the country.

The fact that Syed Razak chose to launch the plan showed his
determination to lead the state to greater progress than earlier envisaged,



and at the sane tinme proved that the Barisan Nasi onal Governnent woul d
fulfill its election pledges.

Fromthe political aspect, the reopening of the Kerpan prawn project
and the revival of the Halal Food Hub at Paya Pahl awan woul d no doubt
resolve the earlier controversies over the project.

Syed Razak no doubt woul d be cl osely wat ched and nonitored over the
i npl ement ati on of the anbitious plan. -- Bernama
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