09 AUG 2002
Wor ker s
TWO | NDON M NI STERS | N ROW OVER WORKERS | SSUE

JAKARTA, Aug 9 (Bernama) -- The cancellation of the signing of a
menor andum of under st andi ng (MoU) on I ndonesian illegal workers by
I ndonesi an and Mal aysi an officials in Bali yesterday |eft unfinished
busi ness between two I ndonesi an mnisters, reports here said.

Di sgrunt!| ed Manpower and Transmi gration M ni ster Jacob Nuwa Wea bl amed
Foreign Affairs Mni ster Hassan Wrayudi for the cancellation of the MU on
the issue of the ongoi ng exodus of thousands of inm grant workers from
Mal aysi a.

"I came to Bali because | thought we would sign the MU on the
deportati on of these workers," Jacob, a forner | abour activist, said as
guot ed by "The Jakarta Post".

The mnister, disgusted over the cancellation, left the island resort
provi nce ahead of the signing of the other MoUs before Presi dent Megawat i
Sukar noputri and Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad.

The MoUs are on inmgration, women's enpowernent, the setting up of the

| ndonesi a- Mal aysi a Busi ness Council, the Indonesi a-Mal aysia Friendship
Associ ation (Permas) and the Mal aysi a- 1 ndonesi a Fri endshi p Associ ati on
(Permai).

Jacob cl ained to have done his work by hel ping the workers win a
guarantee that they could return to the nei ghbouring country, by sending
two of his aides for talks with their Ml aysian counterparts.

"I really regret the decision not to pursue the deal w th Ml aysi a,
especially on the deportation issue," he said.

Anot her daily, "Konpas", quoted Jacob as saying that the MU had
actual |y been carved out follow ng a neeting of senior officials of the two
countries in Kuala Lunpur recently.

According to Coordi nating M nister for People's Wl fare Yusuf Kall a,
the cancell ation of the MoU coul d be due to the outstanding matters that
had yet to be agreed to by both countries.

"We tal ked about long term not just about today's interest...on how
the illegal workers could get | egal status (when working in Mal aysia)," he
sai d.

It was the second tine in less than two nonths that the outspoken Jacob
has been involved in polemics with a fell owm nister. He was accused by
Trade and I ndustry M ni ster Ri ni Soewandi of di scouraging investrment with
hi s excessive support of the | abour moverent.

Hassan, in his response, said that both countries understand perfectly
that the illegal workers i ssue was a sensitive matter.

"W want to reach a conprehensi ve agreenent on these workers, not just
t he deportation issue," he said.

Mal aysi a enforced, on Aug 1, newimigration laws forcing illega
wor kers nostly | ndonesi ans to | eave t he country or face severe puni shnent
i ncludi ng the possibility of the inmposition of six strokes of the cane.

Meanwhi | e, another national daily, "Republika", inits editorial today,
bl amed t he | ndonesi an government' s action "in socialising" the new
i mmgration | aws against theillegal workers after Mal aysia warned of its

i mpl enent ati on nont hs ago.

"We can understand the attitude and policy of the Ml aysi an gover nnent.
What we fail to understand i s what has been done by the I ndonesi an
government in tackling the I ndonesi an workers i ssue, especially those
illegals," it said.
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