20 APR 2002
Abdul | ah- Mahat hi r
ABDULLAH TAKES TELEPHONE CALL FROM PM I N TRI PCLI

KUALA NERANG, April 20 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi
had to briefly stop his speech when openi ng the Padang Terap Umo Di vi si on
del egates nmeeting here today to answer a tel ephone call fromDatuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad in Tripoli.

The Deputy Prime M nister was just five mnutes into his speech when
the call cane at 1.40pm

Abdul | ah' s ai de-de-canp DSP Kamarul Bahrain went on stage and whi spered
something to him

"Pl ease excuse ne as | have to stop for a while to answer a tel ephone
call fromthe Prine Mnister," Abdullah, who is Umo deputy president, told
t hose present.

He then went to the back of the stage to answer the call and returned
to continue with his speech five nmnutes |ater.

"I have just nentioned Dr Mahathir's nane and he happened to call. My
he be blessed with along life," he said.

Abdul | ah told the gathering that Dr Mahathir was calling fromTripoli,
Li bya, and was preparing to depart for Bahrain for the last |l eg of his
weekl ong visit to three countries.

"Dr Mahat hir has extended his regards to all Padang Terap Umo nenbers
and asked themto have an orderly neeting," he said.

Prior to taking the call, Abdull ah was speaki ng about Dr Mahathir's
rol e in devel opi ng the country's econony, including the setting up of
Per nodal an Nasi onal Berhad to get nore Bumiputeras to participate inthe
unit trust industry.

In his speech, Abdullah said Mal aysia was not a secul ar country as
cl ai ned by certain peopl e because it took great concern on Islamc matters
and the progress of Mislins.

However, the government had not neglected the interests of people of
ot her races and religions, he said.
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