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By: Khairdzir Mhd Yunus and Mohd Arshi Daud

TRIPOLI, April 20 (Bernama) -- Mal aysia and Li bya have expressed
concern over the deteriorating condition in Palestine and strongly
condemmed t he aggression and atrocities commtted by |Israel.

The two countries called on the international comunity to take
i mredi ate action to force Israel to abide by all United Nations Security
Council (UNSC) resol utions pertaining to the formati on of an i ndependent
state of Palestine with Al-Quds Al-Sharif as its capital.

In ajoint statenent issued at the end of Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad' s visit to Li bya today, both countries condemmed terrorism
inall its fornms and nani festati ons.

"They enphasi sed the need to hold an i nternational conference to define
terrorismand identify its root causes.

"They reaffirnmed their commtment to cooperate and elimnate terrorism

"They also rejected any attenpts to link Islamwth terrorismand
reaffirmed the people's legitimate right in the struggle for freedomand
i ndependence, " said the statenent.

Bot h Kual a Lunpur and Tripoli reaffirmed their stance that the
settl enent of disputes and conflicts nmust be based on principles and rul es
of international | awand not based on unil ateral action.

Dr Mahat hir net Li byan | eader Muamar Gaddafi shortly after his arrival
on Thursday for a three-day visit.

They have di scussed a w de range of issues covering bilateral, regional
and international natters.

They have agreed to further enhance rel ati ons and cooperati on bet ween
the two countri es.

Dr Mahathir and his del egation also met a Li byan del egation | ed by his
counterpart |nbarak Abdal | ah El - Shani kh.

Dr Mahat hir and El - Sham kh have agreed to further boost cooperationin
t he areas of econonics, education, culture, technol ogy, trade and
i nvest nent .

Bot h | eaders have al so agreed to conti nue wor ki ng at concl udi ng pacts
on investment guarantee, tourism culture, information and conmuni cati ons
technol ogy (1 CT), scientificresearch, constructionandinfrastructure
devel opnent and the petrol eumsector.

They have al so agreed to strengthen existing | egal nmechani smin order
to broaden cooperation in all aspects and to explore possibilities and
opportunities for joint investment inthird countries.

In addition, they have agreed to cooperate closely at the regi onal and
international |evels onissues of nutual interests.

The | eaders have al so agreed to work towards realising the creation of
a just and rmul ti polar worl d based on principles of international |aw,
justice, equality and nutual respect for the sovereignty of nation states
and to cooperate for the achi evement of global, political, econom ¢ and
social stability.

The two countries have al so deci ded to work together within the UN
systemfor the purpose of increasing the role and efficiency of the UN and
its mechani sm

The areas of particular interest are UN s peacekeeping role,
mai nt enance of international security and stability and t he addressi ng of
regi onal and gl obal issues within the framework of the UN charter and the
principles and norns of international |aw.



Dr Mahat hir and El - Sham kh have al so agreed to support efforts ai nmed at
reachi ng just and ami cabl e settlenments to regional conflicts, to address
t he negati ve chal | enges of gl obalisation, to cooperate in exploring ways to
over come chal | enges and threats emanating fromtrafficking of illicit drugs
and | i ght weapons, to conbat raci sm xenophobia and all forms of extrem sm

They have al so agreed to cl osely cooperate in ongoing efforts to
revitalise the Organisation of Islanmic Conference (OC).

Three agreements were signed during the visit, said the statenent.

The agreenents incl ude menoranduns of understandi ng (MOUs) on
cooperation in the education and I CT sectors.

The third pact is on techni cal cooperation and devel opnent of busi ness
opportunities between Ml aysia's national oil corporation Petronas and the
national oil corporation of Libya.
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