26 MAY 2002
Col our s- Par ade
KI NG LAUNCHES " COLOURS OF MALAYSI A" FESTI VAL

KUALA LUMPUR, May 26 (Bernama) -- Malaysia's proud cultural heritage
mesmneri sed | ocal s and tourists alike as the streets of Kual a Lunpur were
turned into a stage for a joyous and dazzling "Col ours of Ml aysia" parade
t oni ght .

The parade nmarked the start of the Col ours of Ml aysia 2002, a
nont h-1 ong cul tural extravaganza whi ch was | aunched by the Yang di - Pertuan
Agong Tuanku Syed Sirajuddin Syed Putra Jamalul | ail at Dataran Merdeka

Tens of thousands of peopl e had converged on the square, the foca
poi nt of the parade, since |late afternoon to witness the pul sating
processi on whi ch was al so wat ched by m|lions throughout the country as it
was carried live by RTM

About 5,200 artistes representing 18 cultural troupes danced and
twirledin vibrant and intricate costunes and headdresses to the beat of
traditional nmusic in the procession thened "Origins of the States".

Al so present were the Raja Permmisuri Agong Tuanku Fauzi ah Tengku Abdu
Rashid, Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad, Cabi net ministers
and nmenbers of the diplonmatic corps.

The parade i s one of the official events to cel ebrate the birthday of
Tuanku Syed Sirajuddin, who was installed as the country's 12th
constitutional nonarch | ast April 25.

Their Majesties arrived at Dataran Merdeka in a special horse-drawn
carriage bedecked with fl owers and were wel conmed at the VI P stage by Dr
Mahat hi r .

Just after Tuanku Syed Sirajuddin | aunched t he event, fireworks painted
the city skiesin ariot of colours acconpani ed by a t hunderous perfornance
of the "gendang" and "konpang".

Popul ar singer Siti Nurhaliza started the ball rolling with a nmedl ey of
tradi ti onal songs as dancers showed their delicate noves on the street
fronting the brightly I'it Sultan Abdul Samad buil di ng whi ch served as the
backdrop to the performances.

From Dat ar an Merdeka, the procession gradually noved to Jal an Raj a Laut
and Jal an | sfahan before endi ng at Jal an Tuanku Abdul Rahman, covering a
di stance of 1.5km

Ten vi deo screens were placed at strategic | ocations along the route so
that the crowds could better follow the goings-on

Col ours of Malaysia, a celebration of Malaysia's rich cultures and
traditions, is ainmed at pronoting the country to both | ocal and foreign
tourists.

Until June 25, local and foreign visitors will be able to delight in 56
maj or events, centreing on the cultures and arts of the people, to be held
t hroughout the country.

Anong the highlights will be a variety of cultural activities,
handi craft exhi bitions, nusical performances, traditional ganes, sunptuous
cui si nes and respl endent cost umes.

The fourth edition of the Colours of Malaysia -- it first started in
1999 -- is slated to receive the biggest coverage ever as 77 tel evision
stations fromall over the world invol ving 263 crew nenbers are intown to
record the various events.

They join nearly 2,500 specially invited foreigners and 224
international journalists and travel witers.

In his speech, Culture, Arts and Touri smM ni ster Datuk Paduka Abdul



Kadi r Shei kh Fadzir said: "Believe ne, you are visiting a uni que and
speci al country, one of the nmost colourful in the world.

"W have thenmed our country to be Truly Asia. The parade toni ght will
show you just that -- we are the soul and essence of Asia, the all-in-one
Asi an destination."

He said Mal aysi ans of all racial and ethnic groups were deternined to
preserve their unity.

"It is our conmtnent and contribution to the world -- to prove a point
-- astohowwth abit of give and take, spirit of conpron se and sincere
goodwi I I, even a country |i ke Mal aysia with such diversities, enotions and
sensitivities can still remain happy, united and prosperous,"” he said.

Abdul Kadir said the parade was an opportunity to show the great ness of
t he Mal aysi an Race to the worl d.

He al so pl edged that all those involved in the tourismindustry woul d
take care of visitors to the country as they woul d take care of guests to
their own hones.
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