24 JAN 2002
Mahat hi r - | ndonesi a
KL- JAKARTA TI ES UNAFFECTED BY ACTI ON AGAI NST RI OTERS, SAYS PM

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 24 (Bernama) -- The Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanmad said he i s convinced that Mal aysi a's acti on agai nst
t roubl e- maki ng I ndonesi an workers in the country will not jeopardi se good
rel ati ons between Kual a Lunpur and Jakart a.

He said certain groups in | ndonesia woul d i ndeed want to see souring of
Mal aysi a- 1 ndonesi a ties by hurling all egations, including basel ess ones,
pronpt ed by police action agai nst | ndonesi an wor kers.

"There are certain factions i n I ndonesi a which resent Ml aysi a and
I ndonesi a havi ng good ties.

"I amconfident that we can handle this, we have good relations with
the I ndonesi an governnent," he said at a news conference after chairing an
Umo Suprene Council neeting at the party headquarters at the Datuk Onn
Tower of the Putra Wrld Trade Center here today.

Dr Mahat hir was asked to comment on all egati ons by a Jakart a- based
| obby group that m streatnment and abuse by t he Ml aysi an police of
I ndonesi an workers had caused themto riot.

This nonth al one saw two incidents of rioting by I ndonesia workers in
Mal aysi a nanmely the one staged by 500 of themat atextile factory in Nila
on Jan 17 and t he second, five days later involving rival |ndonesian groups
from Acheh in Dengkil

In the Jan 17 incident, the workers destroyed police vehicles and ot her
property in protest over detention of 16 of their coll eagues who had tested
positive for drug.

Fol | owi ng the i ncidents, Ml aysi a deci ded to pl ace | ndonesi a as the
| ast option when recruiting foreign workers.

Dr Mahat hir sai d groups accusi ng the Mal aysi an police of m streatnment
and abuse of | ndonesi an workers shoul d substantiate their allegations.

Dr Mahathir said:" Looking at and conparing pictures of police
brutality there, they seemto showthat it is nore brutal over there."

He al so explained that followi ng the | atest policy change the
government has deci ded to take i n I ndonesi an wor kers, includi ng housenai ds,
only as a | ast option with the exception of specific circunstances.

O herwi se, Mal aysia would stick to sourcing inmmgrant |abour fromother
countries first, he said.

Dr Mahathir said the government's | atest deci sion should not strain
ties between Kual a Lunpur and Jakarta since it was the I ndonesi an workers
t hensel ves who rioted in Ml aysi a.

"It is their own action that creates in the Ml aysi an gover nnment and
the Mal aysi n peopl e an aversi on towards | ndonesi an i mri grants. They are the
ones souring the ties, not us," he said.

Dr Mahathir said that in fact | ndonesian inmgrants were responsi bl e
for a host of crimnals acts in Mal aysia but the governnment had then chosen
to keep quiet.

"If we total up the nunber of crimnal acts committed by | ndonesi an
i mm grants and conpare it with the overall crine figures, we find that the
nunber comm tted by themis substantial and the crines commtted are
vi ol ent ones includi ng arned robberies," he said.

Even so, Mal aysi a had chosen not to be vocal about the nenace posed by
I ndonesi an i mm grants, he sai d.

However, it could no | onger keep qui et when their groups started
rioting one after aother, he said.



"On nunerous occassi ons we have accorded thempreferential treatnent.
Now we no | onger want to keep them Those cominginillegally will be

deported i medi ately," he said.
Dr Mahat hir added that today's Umo Suprene Council neeting di scussed

t he nenace posed by Indonesi an workers in the country and expressed support
for the government's handling of it.
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