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THE PRESI DENT: Thank you all for comng. M Prinme Mnister, welcone to
the Oval Ofice, it's great to see you. |I've been | ooking forward to this
visit topublicly thank the Prine Mnister for his strong support in the
war agai nst terror.

He, right after the Septenber the 11th attacks, i medi ately went and
si gned a condol ence book i n our enbassy, and that nmeant a lot. He's been a
-- sonebody with whomwe can tal k, we've got good rel ations. W share a
deep concern about terror, what terror nmeans to our respective countries,
what it means to our peopl es.

M Prime Mnister, | want to thank you for your friendship and thank
you for your | eadership, and | want to wel cone you.

THE PRI ME M NI STER: Thank you very much, M President, for the
invitation. Since we net in Shanghai, | have al ways wanted to fol | ow up on
what we discussed there, in particular with regard to how we handle this
probl emof international terrorism And | hope that as aresult of this
visit we will be able to understand the strategy and maybe to work out how
best to deal with this probl emwhich plagues all the world, not just the
United States. |'mquite sure that this visit will be very fruitful.

THE PRESI DENT: | think so, too. Thank you.
(Then turning to reporters present, President Bush invited sone

qguestions).

Question: M Prine Mnister, when you net with a group of us in New
York, you said that there was no evidence at that tine that al Qaeda was
actively -- was active in Ml aysia. Anmerican officials have nowtold us
that they believe sone |inks do exist. Has your opinion changed since then?

And, M President, 1'd like to know whether it's still the position of
the United States that Anwar |brahi mhas been jailed primarily for his
political oppositionto the Prime Mnister?

THE PRIME M NI STER: Well, at that tinme we were not very certain, but we
have di scovered t hat sone of these peopl e who were active, who planned to
overthrowthe governnent by force of bonmbs had activity i nto Paki stan and
eventual |y to Af ghani stan, where they did neet with the al Qaeda peopl e.

And they -- | believe that they could overthrowthe governnment by force
of bonbs in order to establish what they consider to be an Islam c state.
Q You believe they are al Qaeda?

THE PRIME M NI STER. Yes, they are. W have found evidence that they
have had i nvol venent with these peopl e.

THE PRESI DENT: What was the second part of your question?



Q The question was, M President, is it still the position of the
United States that Anwar | brahim the former finance minister --

THE PRESI DENT: Yes.

Q -- Was jailed primarily for his political oppositionto the Prine
Mnister? O do you believe -- and do you believe he shoul d be rel eased?

THE PRESI DENT: Qur position has not changed.

Q@ M President, can you tell us what you -- what we can expect of
future Malaysia-U. S. relations as a result of these tal ks that are taking
pl ace today?

THE PRESI DENT: Wl |, | think you can expect continued cooperation --
intelligence sharing, for exanple. Let me finish, please.

One of the things that we're finding is that our eneny i s shadowy. They
lurk behind civil institutions and then they strike. They -- they're not
i ke an eneny we' ve known before. And in order to make sure our respective
societies are as secure as possible, we nmust share intelligence. W find
out a | ot about novenents throughout the region, and we're nore than
willing to share with the Prine M nister's government what we know. And
vice versa, and that's inportant. That's incredi bly inportant. My npst
inportant job -- | renmind this to the American people -- is to secure our
honel and.

Q Not nore extensive than that --

THE PRESI DENT: There's a lot nore. We'll tal k about trade. We'll talk
about economy. There's a lot nore to tal k about. But when it comes to the
security of a honmel and, that's about as extensive as it gets. You see, |'m
not going to let our nation forget, or our friends in the world forget what
happened to us on Septenber the 11th. It coul d happen to sonebody el se, as

wel I, and the Prine M nister understands that.

And this is a very inportant visit fromthat respect. The -- we'll also
tal k about the Mddle East, and | | ook forward to hearing fromthe Prine
M nister on the Mddle East. So we'll have a good di scussion

Q M President, forner President Carter is in Cuba, about to address
t he Cuban people. Has his -- have his remarks conplicated your foreign
policy? And what woul d you say to the Cuban people, if allowed to speak
directly to then?

THE PRESI DENT: Well, | -- you know, | appreciate President Carter's
focus on human rights. | think that's inportant in Cuba, in a place where
there is no human rights

My message -- first of all, it doesn't conplicate ny foreign policy
because | hadn't changed ny foreign policy. And that is that Fidel Castro
isadictator and he is repressive. And he ought to have free el ections.
And he ought to have a free press. And he ought to free his prisoners. And
he ought to encourage free enterprise

And nmy message to Fidel -- ny nessage to the Cuban people is, denand
freedomand you' ve got a President who stands with you. And ny nessage to
Fi del Castro is precisely what | said. 1'"mgoing to deliver that nessage
next Monday in -- here, and then |'mgoing to go down to Mam for Cuban
| ndependence Day.

Last question here for --

Q@ M President, what do you think of Dr Mahathir's definition of
terrorismand his viewthat the root causes of terrori smmust be addressed
not through mlitary action al one?

THE PRESI DENT: | agree with that. | think that -- but, first, sone of
t hese peopl e are nothing but col d-bl ooded killers, and there's no



rehabilitation progranme, except for bringing themto justice. | nean,
there's no way. That these people, nade up their ninds, the | eaders of

t hese groups have deci ded that they're going to come and kill. And it may
be an Anerican, it may be a Ml aysi an, who knows -- but we're going to stop
them

And so the best programre is to use our respective nilitaries,
intelligence gathering, cutting off noney, to go after these killers.

Now, in terms of youngsters who are | ooking for -- you know, who are
searching for a future, if there' s a hopel ess future there may be an
opportunity to convert theminto potential suiciders or potential killers.
And that's what | think we need to tal k about, about howto ease
hopel essness where there is no hope; | nmean, to hel p people and to help
people realize there's a better future other than joining up with a
terrorist organi zati on whose sole intent is destruction.

That's why education is inportant. Good health care initiatives are
important. That's why it's inmportant for, you know, people inthe Mddle
East to feel like there is a future. It's one of the reasons |'ve advocated
a Pal estinian state to be able to live side by side with Israel in peace,
so that there -- people realize there's a future. And there's a better --
provi de better choices for people other than suicide killing.

But in ternms of the senior al Qaeda nenbers or sone of these -- listen,
there's no -- as | say, | want to repeat, there's no rehabilitation
programe for them There's only one thing to do, is to get them and we're
going to. We're going to bring themto justice. And | will remind the Prine
Mnister it's going to take a while. This is a -- and we're patient. He
needs to know t hat the American President, our government is a very patient
government. And we're steadfast. And we're resolved. And we're going to
hunt themdown. And we | ook forward to conti nue working with himto do just
that. And we'll bring themto justice, and that's precisely what's goingto
happen to these peopl e.
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